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REVIEW  OF  STATE  FORESTRY  LEGISLATION  OF  1922  AND  1923 

A  general  survey  of  State  legislative  activities  during  1922  and 
1923  shows  considerable  advance  in  the  working  out  of  State  forest 
policies.  This  advance  is  largely  the  result  of  a  steadily  broadening 
concept  on  the  part  of  the  public  regarding  the  general  purpose  and 
scope  of  forestry  work  in  the  Xation  as  a  whole.  For  some  time 
the  angle  of  observation  in  various  quarters  has  been  gradually  shift- 
ing from  a  state-wide  to  a  country-wide  point  of  view.  Idle  forest 
lands  and  a  declining  timber  supply,  resulting  in  rising  lumber  prices 
and  other  attendant  evils,  have  been  forcing  the  public  to  inquire 
more  closely  into  the  underlying  causes,  and  the  result  has  been  a 
sharp  realization  of  the  fact  that  relief  lies  in  the  practice  of  an 
enlarged  forest  policy  by  the  country  as  a  whole,  one  that  will  knit 
the  various  activities  (Federal.  State,  municipal,  and  private)  into 
a  more  united  effort  to  bring  about  a  sufficient  increase  in  forest  sup- 
plies to  offset  our  use  of  timber  products.  A  strong  sentiment  has 
been    developing — especially    in   the    important    forest    regions — in 
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favor  of  this  more  general  coordination  of  efforts.  The  Federal 
Government  has  taken  the  lead  in  the  movement  through  the  nation- 
wide survey  of  forest  conditions  in  1923  by  the  Select  Committee  on 
Eeforestation  of  the  Senate  and  through  the  enactment  of  the  Clarke- 
McNary  Forestry  Law.1  Much  of  the  recent  legislation  by  the  States 
shows  a  similar  trend.  Continuous  forest  production  upon  an  ade- 
quate scale,  through  organized  cooperation  of  Federal,  State,  and 
local  activities,  is  gaining  increased  recognition  as  the  goal  of  for- 
estry in  this  country.  In  any  analysis,  therefore,  of  State  forestry 
legislation,  forest  renewal  throughout  the  country  constitutes  the 
foremost  consideration.  It  is  also  evident  that  the  value  of  all  such 
legislation  depends  in  large  measure  upon  the  extent  to  which  the 
provisions  of  each  State,  in  addition  to  serving  local  interests,  fit 
into  and  strengthen  a  broad  program  of  Federal,  State,  and  private 
cooperation  for  accomplishment  of  this  general  purpose. 

With  this  unification  of  action  in  view,  the  leading  features  in 
the  legislation  on  the  subject  by  the  several  States  during  1922  and 
1923  may  be  summed  up,  in  a  general  way,  as  follows : 

The  record  shows  that  13  States  legislated  in  regard  to  general 
forestry  organization  and  activities.  In  some  instances  the  action 
along  this  line  extended  to  a  reorganization  of  the  departments  of 
forestry,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  particular,  being  conspicuous 
for  the  extent  to  which  action  was  taken  to  combine  departments  and 
place  forestry  with  allied  activities.  Alabama  took  a  specially  note- 
worthy step  in  the  passage  of  her  first  active  forestry  law,  which,  it 
is  thought,  marks  the  initial  step  in  the  adoption  of  forestry  policies 
by  such  of  the  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  States,  including  Arkansas, 
as  have  not  yet  taken  such  action. 

As  regards  the  fundamental  problem  underlying  forest  perpetua- 
tion, namely,  that  of  providing  protection  for  both  forested  and  cut- 
over  lands,  it  appears  from  the  record  that  the  subject  of  fire  organi- 
zation and  activities  received  more  or  less  attention  in  23  States, 
action  being  based  upon  cooperation  between  Federal  and  State 
agencies,  upon  cooperation  between  public  and  private  agencies, 
or  upon  compulsory  requirement  that  private  timberland  owners 
abate  a  nuisance,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  the  fire  patrol  law 
enacted  by  California.  In  passing  this  act,  California  followed  the 
example  of  Washington  and  Oregon,  so  that  all  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
States  now  exercise  this  form  of  fire  protection.  Minnesota's  action 
in  this  direction  is  also  deserving  of  mention,  since  it  included  the 
passage  of  an  act  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  State  constitution, 
to  be  voted  on  at  the  next  general  election;  which  amendment  per- 
mitted the  State  and  its  political  subdivisions,  when  authorized  by 
the  legislature,  to  contract  debts  and  pledge  the  public  credit  and 
engage  in  any  reasonable  work  to  prevent  or  abate  forest  fires,  in- 
cluding compulsory  clearing  and  improvement  of  wild  lands 
(whether  publicly  or  privately  owned),  and  also  provided  for  the 

1  This  law  authorizes  yearly  appropriations  for  expenditures  in  cooperation  with  the 
States,  as  follows  : 

(1)  $2,500,000  for  the  prevention  and  suppression  of  forest  fires,  of  which  a  portion 
may  be  used  for  investigations  of  forest  tax  laws  and  timber  insurance. 

(2)  $100,000  for  the  distribution  of  forest  planting  stock  in  establishing  windbreaks, 
shelter  belts,  and  woodlots  on  the  farms. 

(3)  $100,000  for  assistance  to  farmers  in  handling  their  forest  lands  on  a  basis  of 
continuous    production. 
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assessment  against  such  lands  of  the  value  of  all  benefits  s<j  con- 
ferred and  the  payment  of  damages  so  sustained  in  excess  of  such 
benefits.2 

In  connection  with  general  forest  protection,  another  class  of 
provisions — those  for  the  control  of  forest  insect  pests  and  fungous 
diseases — received  attention  in  seven  of  the  States.  This  class  of 
provisions,  while  recognized  as  undoubtedly  bearing  directly  upon 
forest  conservation,  has  not  heretofore  been  included  in  the  scope 
of  these  compilations  of  State  forestry  laws  for  the  reason  that  the 
provisions  concern  a  separate  and  distinct  class  of  legislation,  which 
until  comparatively  recently  has  been  almost  exclusively  handled 
in  connection  with  the  general  insect  pest  and  plant  disease  work 
under  the  direction  of  special  departments  or  agencies  of  the  States 
other  than  those  charged  with  the  administration  of  forestry  mat- 
ters in  general.  In  view,  however,  of  the  extent  to  which  the  im- 
portance of  developing  this  line  of  protective  work  by  forestry  of- 
ficials is  rapidly  becoming  more  generally  recognized,  it  appears 
advisable  to  widen  the  scope  of  these  compilations  to  include  such 
provisions  as  specifically  assign  powers  and  duties  of  this  nature 
to  forestry  officials,  or  are  of  considerable  importance  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  forestry  in  the  United  States.  For  this  reason  ref- 
erence notes  are  made  in  cases  of  important  activities  administered 
by  the  State  forestry  department  under  cooperative  arrangement 
with  another  department  having  exclusive  legal  jurisdiction,  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  general  laws  pertaining  to  plant-pest  control. 

In  two  of  the  States.  California  and  Xew  York,  the  control 
measures  taken  were  of  special  note,  the  salient  features  being  as 
follows :  The  act  passed  by  California  now  lines  up  that  State  with 
Oregon  in  a  vigorous  campaign  against  the  pine  beetle  and  other 
insect  pests  detrimental  and  injurious  to  timber  and  forest  growths. 
It  declares  all  such  pests  to  be  a  public  nuisance,  and  makes  com- 
pulsory the  cooperation  of  timberland  owners  to  control  them.  The 
action  taken  by  the  State  of  Xew  York  was  also  of  a  comprehensive 
nature;  the  gipsy  moth — its  pupae,  eggs,  and  caterpillars — being 
declared  a  public  nuisance:  and.  for  the  purposes  of  control,  the 
conservation  commission  being  given  extensive  powers,  both  inves- 
tigative and  administrative,  including  the  power  to  enter  into  co- 
operative agreements  with  individuals,  States,  and  the  Federal 
Government,  and  also  with  foreign  governments;  and  an  appro- 
priation of  $150,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  needed,  being 
made  available  for  the  work. 

Xew  blister-rust  control  legislation  has  been  secured  in  the  States 
of  Vermont,  Idaho,  and  Oregon,  as  indicated  in  the  reference  notes 
on  pages  38,  14,  29.  The  administration  of  white  pine  blister  rust 
control  laws  is  vested  in  the  State  forestry  departments  in  Maine, 
Xew  Hampshire,  and  Xew  York.  In  most  States  the  basic  regu- 
latory authority  is  vested  in  the  State  department  of  Agriculture. 
In  such  instances,  it  is  usual  for  the  State  forester  to  work  under 
a  cooperative  agreement,  whereby  the  State  department  of  agricul- 
ture uses  its  powers  when  requested  to  do  so  by  the  State  forester. 
In  Massachusetts.  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut.  Pennsylvania.  Michi- 
gan. Wisconsin.  Minnesota.  Montana,  Idaho.  Washington,  Oregon, 

2  This  act  was  ratified  by  the  people  at  the  election  held  on  Nov.  4.  1924. 
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and  California  the  administration  of  the,  blister  rust  laws  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  State  department  of  agriculture,  but  in  each  instance 
the  State  forester  is  actively  concerned  in  giving  direction  or  as- 
sistance to  the  practical  work. 

Fifteen  States  enacted  legislation  concerned,  in  some  form,  with 
the  general  policy  of  establishing  and  maintaining  publicly  owned 
forests  (both  State  and  municipal),  and  also  with  the  matter  of 
public  control  exercised  in  cases  of  privately  owned  lands  classified 
as  auxiliary  State  forests.  Methods  of  raising  funds  for  the  ac- 
quirement and  management  of  State  forests  received  considerable 
attention,  as  for  instance,  in  the  following  cases:  New  York,  in 
addition  to  its  bond-issue  plan  which  was  adopted  in  1916,  has  now 
created  a  capital  revolving  fund  for  acquisition  and  development  of 
lands  to  extend  State  parks  by  devoting  to  that  purpose  all  moneys 
received  from  the  sale  of  unappropriated  State  lands.3  It  has  also 
authorized  transfer  of  such  unappropriated  lands  to  cities,  incor- , 
porated  villages,  towns,  and  counties,  for  reforestation  and  other 
purposes.  Pennsylvania  has  initiated  legislation  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  State  constitution  which  will  permit  the  State  to 
be  authorized  by  law  to  issue  bonds  for  the  purchase  of  lands  for 
State  forests  to  the  amount  of  $25,000,000.  Wisconsin  proposed  an 
amendment  to  its  constitution  authorizing  the  State  to  appropriate 
moneys  for  the  acquirement  of  lands  for  State  forest  purposes, 
which  was  passed  by  the  legislature  for  the  second  time  in  1923. 4 
The  effect  of  ratifying  this  action  will  be  to  place  Wisconsin  on  a 
sound  forestry  basis  and  authorize  the  State  to  proceed  with  its  ac- 
quisition program.  The  State  of  Washington  has  also  adopted  a 
bond-issue  plan,  under  which  the  State  board  of  forestry  is  author- 
ized to  issue  State  forest  utility  bonds  for  the  acquirement  of  forest 
lands  either  through  exchange  for  such  bonds  or  by  purchase  with 
the  money  derived  from  the  sale  thereof.  These  bonds  can  not 
mature  before  the  time  needed  to  grow  a  merchantable  forest  on  the 
land,  and  a  special  fund  is  created,  chiefly  from  the  sale  of  timber 
and  other  forest  products  therefrom  and  from  certain  leasing  privi- 
leges, which  fund  is  pledged  for  the  sole  purpose  of  paying  interest 
and  principal  on  the  bonds.  The  method  is  consequently  self-sup- 
porting, since  no  general  obligations  are  imposed  upon  the  State  in 
respect  to  either  principal  or  interest.  This  bond-issue  plan  is  in 
addition  to  the  State's  previously  adopted  policy  of  designating  as 
State  forests  any  of  its  land  suitable  chiefly  for  the  production  of 
timber,  and  of  acquiring  similar  lands  through  gift.  Texas  has 
also  taken  a  step  in  the  direction  of  organized  effort  for  the  exten- 
sion of  public-forest  ownership  by  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  purchase  of  lands  for  its  first  State  forest. 

An  increasing  realization  of  the  need  for  bringing  about  the  grow- 
ing of  timber  upon  an  adequate  scale  on  lands  in  private  ownership 
is  likewise  discernible  in  the  legislation  of  the  past  two  years;  con- 

3  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that,  by  an  act  passed  by  the  State  of  New  York  subse- 
quent to  the  biennium  covered  in  this  publication  (see  ch.  602,  L.  1924),  provision  has 
been  recently  made  for  a  bond  issue  in  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $15,000,000  for  the 
development  and  extension  of  State  parks  and  forest  preserves  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  was  made  subject  to  a  referendum  vote  at  the  November,  1924,  election — resulting 
in  its  approval  by  the  people.  One-third  of  the  amount  ($5,000,000)  is  apportioned  to 
the  Adirondack  and  Catskill  Forest  Preserves. 

*  This  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  has  since  been  adopted 
at  the  election  held  on  Nov.  4,  1924. 
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siderable  action  having  been  directed  toward  the  basic  work  of  re- 
moving the  two  chief  hindrances  to  private  timber  growing,  namely, 
the  fire  hazard  and  the  lack  of  adjustment  of  tax  provisions  to  the  re- 
quirements of  growing  timber.  As  above  shown.  -23  States  gave  atten- 
tion to  the  matter  of  forest  fire  protection.  The  problem  of  adjust- 
ment of  tax  laws  also  commanded  attention,  in  one  form  or  another, 
and  legislation  on  the  subject  was  passed  in  nine  "J  States.  Measures 
passed  by  two  of  these  States.  Alabama  and  Minnesota,  ma}'  be  cited 
as  of  special  interest.  Alabama  by  its  action  became  the  first  of  the 
Southern  States  to  extend  to  its  forest  owners  interested  in  the  prac- 
tice of  forestry  on  their  lands,  the  option  of  having  the  forests 
thereon  taxed  according  to  the  yield-tax  principle,  instead  of  under 
the  general  property  tax.  Minnesota  passed  an  act  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  State  constitution,  to  be  submitted  for  a  refer- 
endum vote  at  the  next  general  election;  which  act  authorized  the 
enactment  of  laws  to  encourage  forestation  containing  "  irrepealable 
provisions  for  definite  and  limited  taxation  of  such  lands  during  a 
term  of  years,  and  for  a  yield  tax.  at  or  after  the  end  of  such  term, 
upon  the  timber  and  other  forest  products  so  grown.*' c  Five  other 
States  made  ineffectual  efforts  to  secure  tax  exemption  in  the  interest 
of  continuous  forest  production — in  three  of  which  cases  the  bills 
after  passing  the  legislature  suffered  an  executive  veto,  for  either 
constitutional  or  financial  reasons.  In  addition  to  these  efforts,  an 
attempt  was  made  at  the  constitutional  convention  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  in  1923.  to  insert  in  the  revised  constitution  a  provision 
authorizing  the  State  to  enact  legislation  to  make  possible  suitable 
forest  taxation:  which  provision,  however,  failed  of  adoption. 

Steps  taken  by  lumber  companies,  with  a  view  to  keeping  their 
forest  lands  productive,  are  also  proving  a  further  spur  to  legis- 
lative activities — particularly  throughout  the  Southeast,  where,  not- 
withstanding the  want  of  forest  protection,  owners  of  cut-over  lands 
are  waking  up  to  the  possibilities  of  satisfactory  returns  from  tim- 
ber crops  on  such  areas  as  are  not  suited  for  general  farming  pur- 
poses— with  the  result  that  bills  have  been  introduced  recently  in 
various  State  legislatures  in  that  region  providing  for  the  adoption 
of  State  forestry  measures.  While  the  majority  of  these  bills  have 
so  far  failed  of  passage,  owing  largely  to  the  present  lack  of  funds 
to  put  such  legislation  into  operation,  yet  in  the  case  of  Alabama  the 
action  of  the  legislature  in  approving  the  recent  forestry  bill 
(which  was  drafted  by  a  committee  of  lumbermen,  in  cooperation 
with  the  United  States  Forest  Service)  gives  promise  of  similar 
action  to  follow,  sooner  or  later,  all  along  the  line.  The  action  of 
certain  lumbermen  throughout  that  region  in  taking  definite,  con- 
crete measures  to  effect  forest  renewals  on  their  lands  (chiefly 
through  preventing  and  suppressing  forest  fires,  to  a  limited  extent 
leaving  the  smaller  growth,  and  in  a  few  cases  leaving  seed  trees  or 
planting)  may  doubtless  be  depended  upon  to  go  far  toward  bringing 
about  needed  legislation  in  their  behalf. 

In  the  Xortheast,  where  the  history  of  lumbering  is  already  writ- 
ten largely  in  deforestation  and  its  aftermath  of  economic  pressure, 

5  One  of  these  nine  States,  Connecticut,  provides  for  taxation  of  State  forest  lands  by 
local  communities  (see  p.  14). 

6  The  vote  upon  this  proposed  amendment,  at  the  November,  1924,  election,  tailed  to 
ratify  the  amendment. 
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the  handwriting  on  the  wall  has  become  even  more  clearly  discerni- 
ble. Nothing  short  of  practicing  conservative  lumbering  in  conjunc- 
tion with  systematic  reforestation  can  bring  relief  in  that  section. 
There  it  is  no  longer  a  condition  anticipated,  but  one  that  exists  and 
calls  for  cure.  It  is  significant  that  in  that  region  the  situation  is 
acutely  recognized  and  is  being  met  to  a  considerable  extent.  It  is 
there  that  the  greatest  progress  in  reforestation  is  reported,  particu- 
larly in  regard  to  the  extent  to  which  private  timber  growing  is 
being  developed.  In  New  York  alone,  the  State  plans,  in  1923,  called 
for  a  nursery  output  of  no  less  than  25  million  plants  a  year  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  landowners. 

Recent  action  on  the  part  of  certain  lumbermen  on  the  Pacific 
coast  points  to  an  awakening  in  that  quarter  also  to  the  vital  sig- 
nificance of  forest  renewal.  A  number  of  companies  operating  in 
the  redwood  region,  representing  an  ownership  of  about  600,000 
acres,  and  about  90  per  cent  of  the  production  of  that  region,  have 
been  for  the  past  two  or  three  years  working  out  a  plan  for  refor- 
estation under  expert  advice,  with  the  result,  so  far,  that  eight  of  the 
group  (constituting  about  65  per  cent  of  the  total  cut  of  the  region) 
are  reported  to  have  adopted  definitely  a  policy  for  managing  their 
properties  for  continuous  yield.  Various  other  large  timber-owning 
companies,  although  not  yet  operating,  are  also  reported  to  be  in  the 
movement.  Nursery  operations  planned  upon  an  extensive  scale 
also  distinguish  this  work. 

This  reading  of  the  signs  of  the  times  by  lumber  concerns  and 
other  related  interests,  in  widely  separated  portions  of  the  country, 
and  the  adjustment  of  their  operations  to  meet  future  demands,  are 
indicative  of  marked  advance  in  the  development  of  forestry  in  this 
country.  The  leverage  power  of  such  an  impulse  can  not  fail  to  be 
felt  to  good  purpose  in  all  directions;  and  the  legislative  field,  in 
particular,  will  doubtless  be  one  of  the  first  to  benefit. 

From  an  even  broader  standpoint,  it  may  be  added  that,  over  and 
above  all  consideration  of  special  progress  made  in  any  particular 
direction  by  one  State  or  another,  the  general  outlook  in  respect  to 
forestry  is  one  of  promise  at  this  time.  This  conclusion  is  sup- 
ported by  the  attitude  of  all  interests  concerned  toward  the  urgent 
necessity  for  solving,  through  united  effort,  the  economic  problems 
of  forestry  which  are  confronting  us  to-day. 

The  tabulation  which  follows  indicates  the  States  which  were 
individually  concerned  in  taking  action  during  1922  and  1923  along 
the  lines  discussed  above. 

CLASSIFIED  TABULATION  OF  STATE  FORESTRY  LAWS  OF  1922  AND 

1923 

ADMINISTRATION 

Alabama,  L.  1923,  Act  No.  486.  Illinois,  L.  1923,  pp.  304,  412.  Iowa,  L.  1923, 
cliaps.  33.  46,  234.  Maine,  L.  1923,  chap.  196.  Maryland,  L.  1922,  chap.  29. 
Neio  Hampshire,  L.  1923,  chap.  146  (J.  Res.).  New  Mexico,  L.  1923,  chap.  101. 
New  York,  L.  1923,  chap.  297.  Pennsylvania,  L.  1923,  Acts  Nos.  109,  274. 
Rhode  Island,  L.  1922,  chap.  2166.  Tennessee,  L.  1923,  chap.  7.  Vermont, 
L.  1923,  Acts  Nos.  7,  8,  11.     Wisconsin,  L.  1923,  chap.  118. 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Alabama,  L.  1923,  Acts  Nos.  486,  601.  Arizona,  L.  1923,  chap.  53.  California, 
L.  1923,  chaps.  60,  191,  313,  321,  335,  464,  465,  467,  468,  473.     Colorado,  L.  1923, 
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chap.  94.  Connecticut,  L.  1923,  chap.  33.  Illinois,  L.  1923.  p.  304.  Maine, 
L.  1923,  chaps.  1,  16,  23,  33,  65,  119.  Massachusetts,  L.  1922.  chaps.  185,  252, 
515;  L.  1923,  chaps.  214,  288.  Michigan,  L.  1923,  Acts  Nos.  33,  143.  Min- 
nesota, L.  1923,  chaps.  34,  308,  451.  New  Hampshire,  L.  1923,  chap.  39.  New 
Jersey,  L.  1922.  J.  Res.  No.  4.  New  Mexico,  L.  1923,  chap.  101.  New  York, 
L.  1922,  chaps.  35,  42,  141,  157;  L.  1923,  chaps.  36,  38,  257,  397.  Oregon,  L. 
1923.  chap.  84.  Pennsylvania,  L.  1923,  Acts  Nos.  64,  65,  G6,  67,  68,  G9,  106,  107, 
274,  300.  Rhode  Island.  L.  1922,  chap.  2166.  South  Carolina,  L.  1923,  Act  21. 
Texas,  L.  1923,  chap.  130.  Vermont,  L.  1923,  Acts  Nos.  7,  8.  Washington,  L. 
1923,  chaps.  143,  184.  Wisconsin,  L.  1923,  chap.  211.  Wyoming,  L.  1923, 
chap.  47. 

PROTECTION  FROM  FOREST  INSECTS  AND  DISEASES 

California,  L.  1923,  chap.  82.  Idaho,  L.  1923,  chaps.  70,  140.  Massachusetts, 
L.  1923,  chaps.  311,  472.  New  York,  L.  1923,  chap.  54.  Oregon,  L.  1923,  chap. 
95.     Pennsylvania,  L.  1923,  Act  No.  274.     Vermont,  L.  1923,  Acts  Nos.  7,  8.  9. 

PUBLIC  FORESTS 

State  forests. — Alabama,  L.  1923,  Act  No.  486.  Connecticut,  L.  1923,  chaps. 
118,  209.  Massachusetts,  L.  1922,  chaps.  54,  216 ;  L.  1923,  chap.  288.  New  Jer- 
sey, L.  1923,  chap.  55.  New  York,  L.  1922,  chaps.  53,  82,  648 ;  L.  1923,  chaps. 
109,  156,  859.  Pennsylvania,  L.  1923,  Acts  Nos.  108,  186,  250,  274;  Con.  Res. 
No.  46;  J.  Res.  (H.  R.  134,  S.  904).  Texas,  L.  1923,  chap.  29.  Washington, 
L.  1923,  chap.  154.     Wisconsin,  L.  1923,  chap.  289. 

Auxiliary  State  forests. — Alabama.  L.  1923,  Act  No.  486.  Maine,  L.  1923, 
chap.  138.     Pennsylvania,  L.  1923,  Act  No.  274. 

Forest  reserves  and  game  refuges. — Alabama,  L.  1923,  Act  No.  594. 

Acquisition  of  forest  lands  for  park  purposes. — California,  L.  1923.  chap. 
249. 

State  park  and  forest  lands. — Connecticut,  L.  1923,  chap.  120. 

Forest  reservations. — Iowa,  L.  1923,  chap.  234. 

Lands  acquired  for  experiments  in  forest  management. — Massachusetts, 
L.  1923,  chap.  288. 

Withdrawal  from  sale  of  certain  State  lands  and  timber  thereon. — 
Minnesota,  L.  1923,  J.  Res.  No.  12. 

State  forest  parks. — Ohio,  L.  1923,  p.  145. 

Municipal  forests. — Illinois,  L.  1923,  p.  409.  New  York,  L.  1923,  chaps. 
230,  316. 

TAXATION 

Alabama,  L.  1923,  Act  No.  486.  Connecticut,  L.  1923,  chap.  209.  Iowa,  L. 
1923,  chap.  234.  Louisiana,  L.  1922,  Act  90.  Maine,  L.  1923,  chap.  138.  Massa- 
chusetts, L.  1922,  chap.  360.  Minnesota.  L.  1923,  chap.  450.  New  Hampshire, 
L.  1923,  chap.  66.     Vermont,  L.  1923,  Act  No.  19. 

MISCELLANEOUS  PROVISIONS 

Exchange  of  Federal  and  State  lands. — California,  L.  1923,  chap.  229. 
Consent  to  acquisition  of  lands  by  United  States  for  national  forests. — 
Michigan,  L.  1923,  Act  No.  312. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  STATE 
FORESTRY  LAWS  OF  1922  AND  1923  » 

ALABAMA  mission  of  forestry,  without  salary,  to 

consist  of  the  Governor  (who  is  chair- 
ADMINISTRATION  man  of  the  committee),  the  commis- 

sioner of  conservation,  three  practical 
Forestry  law  of  1923  (Act  No.  4S6).      lumbermen  who  are  owners  of  timber- 
which  amends  Act  No.  90,  L.  1907.  land  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture 

State  commission  of  forestry. — This  of  lumber,  and  two  farmers  who  are 
amending    act   creates    a    State    com-     landowners,  each  of  whom  shall  be  a 


1  Provisions  concerned  with  salary  increases  onlv.  and  also  transitory  provisions  of 
law,  including  those  concerning  annual  or  biennial  appropriations,  are  not  usually  com- 
piled in  this  circular. 
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resident  of  the  State,  and  who  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  governor;  all  to 
hold  office  during  good  behavior. 

State  forester — Clerical  assistants. — 
Provision  is  also  made  for  the  em- 
ployment, by  the  commission,  of  a 
technically  trained  State  forester 
(who  serves  as  secretary  of  the  com- 
mission), at  such  compensation  as  the 
commission  may  fix,  under  approval 
of  the  governor ;  and  the  commission 
is  also  empowered  to  employ  neces- 
sary clerical  assistants,  and  to  fix 
their  compensation. 

Deputy  forest  wardens. — All  sher- 
iffs, constables,  marshals,  farm  demon- 
strators, and  such  other  persons  as 
may  be  willing  to  serve  without  com- 
pensation, and  who  are  appointed  by 
the  governor,  are  declared  to  be 
deputy  forest  wardens,  whose  duty  it 
is  made  to  report  violations  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  to  the  com- 
mission, the  State  forester,  and  the 
solicitor  of  the  county  or  circuit  in 
which  the  same  occur. 

Duties,  in  general,  of  commission. — 
The  commission  is  required  to  inquire 
into  and  report,  to  both  the  governor 
(annually)  and  the  legislature  (at 
the  regular  sessions)  upon  the  forest 
conditions  in  the  State,  and  all  mat- 
ters in  general  pertaining  to  the  sub- 
ject of  forestry  and  tree  growth,  in- 
cluding recommendations  to  the  pub- 
lic, generally,  as  to  reforestation  and 
approved  methods  of  lumbering  and 
turpentining,  and  also  recommenda- 
tions as  to  needed  legislation;  and  it 
is  further  required,  upon  request  from 
private  owners,  to  give  such  advice, 
assistance,  and  cooperation  as  may 
be  practicable  in  regard  to  forest  cul- 
ture and  preservation. 

State  forestry  fund. — For  the  pur- 
pose of  administering  this  act,  a 
special  fund,  known  as  the  State 
forestry  fund,  is  created,  consisting  of 
(a)  all  occupation,  license,  and  priv- 
ilege taxes  imposed  by  the  State  for 
engaging  in  any  business  dealing  with 
timber  or  products  therefrom  (ex- 
clusive of  the  counties'  share  of  such 
taxes)  ;  and  (&)  all  fines  and  for- 
feitures arising  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act.  The  whole  or  any  part  of 
any  surplus  from  the  fund  that  may 
remain  in  the  treasury  annually,  is 
made  subject  to  being  turned  into  the 
general  fund,  upon  order  of  the  gov- 
ernor. 

General  penalty. — All  violations  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  by  either 
persons  or  corporations,  are  made  a 
misdemeanor. 


FIRE  PROTECTION 

Forestry  law  of  1923  (Act  No.  486). 

Commission  charged  with  fire-con- 
trol work,  independently,  or  m  coop- 
eration with  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment.— The  State  commission  of  for- 
estry is  charged  with  the  prevention 
and  suppression  of  forest  fires,  and  is 
authorized,  under  approval  of  the 
governor,  to  apply  such  parts  of  the 
"  forest  reserve  funds  "  [State  forestry 
fund]  as  may  be  necessary  to  such 
purposes,  including  such  fire  control 
as  the  commission  may  establish, 
either  independently  or  in  cooperation 
with  the  Federal  Government. 

Firing  woods,  brush,  etc.,  prohibited, 
except  on  one's  own  land — Notice  of 
intention  required. — All  willful  or  neg- 
ligent setting  of  fire  to  timberlands, 
woods,  brush,  grass,  etc.,  on  lands  of 
another  is  prohibited ;  and  five  days' 
written  notice  of  intention  to  set  such 
fires  on  one's  own  land  is  required,  un- 
less all  possible  precautions  are  taken 
to  prevent  the  spread  thereof.  All 
unlawful  causing  of  fires,  by  either 
persons  or  corporations,  is  made  a 
misdemeanor. 

Fire  duties  of  fish  and  game  war- 
dens— (L.  1923,  Act  No.  601).— The 
provision  of  law  which  requires  game 
and  fish  wardens,  while  in  and  about 
the  woods,  to  caution  all  sportsmen  of 
the  danger  from  fires,  and  to  take 
necessary  action  to  extinguish  such 
fires  as  they  may  discover,  is  expand- 
ed by  this  act  to  include  agents  as 
well  as  wardens.  The  wording  on  this 
point  is  now  as  follows :  "  The  game 
and  fish  wardens,  or  agents,  shall, 
while  in  and  about  the  woods,"  etc. 

PUBLIC  FORESTS 

State  forests.  Forestry  law  of 
1923  (Act  No.  486).— Acquisition  of 
lands  through  gift. — Authorizes  the 
governor  to  accept,  upon  recommenda- 
tion of  the  State  commission  of  fores- 
try, gifts  of  land  to  the  State  to  be 
held  and  administered  as  State  forests 
and  so  used  as  to  demonstrate  the 
practical  utility  of  timber  culture ;  the 
gifts  to  be  absolute  except  that  mineral 
and  mining  rights  may  be  reserved ; 
all  reservations  of  timber  rights,  are. 
however,  prohibited. 

Unlawful  cutting  of  timber,  etc.  pro- 
hibited.— It  is  also  provided  that  all 
cutting,  turpentining,  or  otherwise  in- 
juring timber  growing  on  such  forests, 
except  in  accordance  with  regulations 
prescribed  by  the  commission,  consti- 
tutes a  misdemeanor. 
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Forest  reserves  and  game  refuges. — 
Modification  of  former  Jaw  (L.  1923, 
Act  No.  594). — The  former  act  (L. 
1919,  Act  No.  138),  which  declared  all 
lands  belonging  to  the  State  to  be 
forest  reserves  and  game  refuges,  and 
provided  penalties  for  unlawful  cut- 
ting of  timber  or  firing  of  any  inflam- 
mable substance  growing  on  such  re- 
serves, and  for  unlawul  hunting  or 
taking  of  animals  or  birds  thereon,  is 
amended  by  this  1923  act  in  the  fol- 
lowing respects : 

(1;  Hunting  alloiced. — The  hunting 
or  taking  of  animals  or  birds  on  these 
reserves  is  now  allowable  under  regu- 
lations by  the  commissioner  of  con- 
servation. 

(2)  Increased  fines. — The  fines  im- 
posed in  the  case  of  the  above-men- 
tioned offenses  have  been  increased  to 
a  minimum  of  $25  and  a  maximum  of 
$100.  whereas  formerly  the  range  in 
penalties  was  from  .$10  to  $25. 

(3)  Disposition  of  fines. — The  en- 
tire amount  of  such  fines  is  now  paid 
into  the  State  treasury,  through  the 
commissioner  of  conservation,  except 
when  the  informer  is  not  a  salaried 
game  warden  or  agent.  When  that 
is  the  case  one-half  of  the  fine  goes 
to  the  informer.  Formerly  one-half 
of  the  fine  was  paid  in  all  cases  to  the 
game  warden  of  the  county  in  which 
the  conviction  was  obtained. 

Auxiliary  State  forests.  (See  Taxa- 
tion,   immediately   below.) 

TAXATION 

Auxiliary  State  forests  (Forestry 
Law  of  1923,  Act  No.  486).— In  fur- 
therance of  the  declared  policy  of  the 
State,  to  encourage  reforestation  of 
cut-over  lands  and  timber  culture 
generally,  this  act  provides  for  the 
establishment  and  regulation  of  aux- 
iliary State  forests ;  the  primary  aim 
of  such  legislation  being  to  offer  a 
tax  concession  to  whoever  will  de- 
vote land  to  forest  production.  The 
forests  are,  accordingly,  composed  of 
privately  owned  lands  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  the  growing  of  timber ;  the 
owners  of  which,  in  return  for  the  tax 
concession,  contract  with  the  State  to 
subject  their  lands  to  public  forest 
regulation. 

Classification  as  auxiliary  State 
forests. — Any  owner  of  lands  desir- 
ing to  devote  the  same  to  forest  cul- 
ture may  file  an  application  with  the 
State  forestry  commission  to  have 
the  lands  so  classified,  stating  his 
willingness  to  enter  into  such  con- 
tract ;  and  if,  upon  due  investigation 
of    the    lands,    the    commission    finds 
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them  to  be  suited  to  forest  culture, 
and  that  it  is  advisable  to  grant  the 
application,  it  certifies  those  facts  to 
the  governor,  who,  thereupon,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  discretion,  may  exe- 
cute the  contract  with  the  owner, 
the  execution  of  the  contract  being 
required  to  be  under  the  approval  of 
the  attorney  general. 

Withdrawal  from  classification. — 
After  the  lapse  of  five  years  from  the 
date  of  designating  the  lands  as  auxil- 
iary State  forest  lands,  the  owner  has 
the  right  to  file  an  application  with 
the  commission  for  withdrawal  of  the 
lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  from  such 
classification.  Thereupon  the  value  of 
the  timber  on  the  land  desired  to  be 
withdrawn  is  appraised  by  the  State 
tax  commission  and  the  State  forestry 
commission,  as  the  basis  for  estimat- 
ing the  privilege  tax  due  on  the  value 
of  the  timber  upon  the  land  (or  any 
part  thereof)  to  be  withdrawn,  and 
upon  payment  of  the  tax  by  the  owner 
an  order  is  issued  by  the  State  for- 
estry commission  withdrawing  the  said 
land  from  designation  as  auxiliary 
State  forest  land. 

Tax  upon  the  land  alone. — Under 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  from  the 
time  that  the  lands  are  designated 
auxiliary  State  forest  lands,  the  bare 
land,  exclusive  of  the  value  of  the 
trees  growing  thereon,  is  subject  to 
the  general  property  tax. 

Tax  on  the  timber. — This  tax  is 
placed  at  10  per  cent  of  the  value  of 
the  timber  on  the  said  tract  (ap- 
praised, as  above  provided)  ;  and  is 
paid  as  a  privilege  tax,  for  the  entry 
and  withdrawal  of  the  land  and  in 
lieu  of  the  annual  ad  valorem  tax 
(general  property  tax),  which  is  not 
assessed  against  the  timber  while  the 
land  is  classed  as  auxiliary  State  for- 
est land.  Payment  of  the  tax  is  made 
to  the  State  forestry  commission ;  by 
which  one-half  is  paid  into  the  State 
treasury,  and  the  remainder  is  paid 
to  the  county,  or  in  due  proportion  to 
the  counties,  in  which  the  timber  is 
located. 

Public  control  imposed  by  the 
State. — The  control  imposed  by  the 
State  in  such  cases  consists  chiefly  in 
requiring  the  owner  to  enter  into  con- 
tract with  the  governor  to  take  such 
stops  as  may  be  necessary  to  fulfill 
the  requirements  of  general  timber 
culture  and  reforestation  which  it  is 
the  purpose  of  the  act  to  promote,  and 
that  no  use  shall  be  made  of  the  land 
that  will  militate  against  the  growth 
of  the  timber  thereon  :  that  the  owner 
will   use   reasonable   diligence    to   pro- 
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tect  the  same  against  fire,  and  that  he 
will  not  withdraw  said  lands  as  aux- 
iliary State  forests  for  a  period  of 
five  years  after  the  same  are  entered 
as  such,  and  will  not  cut,  turpentine, 
or  otherwise  utilize  the  timber  thereon 
before  the  withdrawal  of  the  same  as 
auxiliary  State  forests,  except  in  ac- 
cordance with  rules  formulated  by  the 
State  forestry  commission ;  which 
rules  the  commission  is  directed  to 
make.  It  is  further  provided  that  the 
State  shall  have  a  lien  upon  the  tim- 
ber on  the  lands  in  order  to  insure  the 
payment  of  the  privilege  tax  on  the 
timber. 

Concessions  granted  by  the  State. — 
The  concessions  granted  by  the  State 
in  consideration  of  devoting  the  lands 
to  reforestation  and  the  public  benefits 
arising  therefrom  are  as  follows :  The 
conferring  of  a  quasi-public  character 
upon  the  lands  by  specifically  desig- 
nating them  auxiliary  State  forests; 
the  annual  taxation  of  the  land  as 
bare  land  during  the  period  of  such 
classification ;  postponement  of  the  tax 
on  the  timber  until  it  is  harvested ; 
relief  as  regards  the  timber  from  any 
"other  privilege  or  other  tax"  than 
that  provided  for  in  this  act;  the 
privilege  of  terminating  such  classifi- 
cation ;  and  the  right  reserved  to  the 
owner  to  harvest  or  otherwise  use 
parts  of  the  timber  without  with- 
drawing the  tracts  in  question — in 
which  case  such  use  of  the  timber  is 
made  subject  to  regulation  by  the  com- 
mission, and  the  tax  on  the  timber 
must  be  paid  when  the  timber  is  har 
vested. 

Penalties. — Violation  of  the  contract 
subjects  the  owner  (or  his  successor 
in  title)  to  abrogation  thereof  by  the 
governor,  in  his  discretion ;  and  upon 
such  action  the  privilege  tax  becomes 
due  and  payable  at  once.  All  cutting, 
turpentining,  or  otherwise  injuring 
timber  growing  on  such  forests,  except 
in  accordance  with  regulations  pre- 
scribed by  the  commission,  constitutes 
a  misdemeanor. 

ARIZONA 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Revision  of  former  statutes.  (L. 
1923,  chap.  53).— The  forest  fire  leg- 
islation of  Arizona  has  been  consider- 
ably revised  and  its  scope  enlarged  by 
substituting  for  various  former  sta- 
tutes provisions  to  the  following  ef- 
fect: 

(1.)  Misdemeanors.  —  Certain  of- 
fenses, when  willfully  or  negligently 
committed,  are  made  a  misdemeanor, 


punishable  with  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  $25  nor  more  than  $500,  or  im- 
prisonment for  not  less  than  15  days 
nor  more  than  6  months,  or  both  such 
fine  and  imprisonment,  as  follows : 
(a)  Burning  of  forest,  brush,  etc., 
without  permission  of  owner :  Caus- 
ing the  burning  of  forest,  brush,  or 
other  inflammable  material  on  lands 
other  than  one's  own,  without  per- 
mission of  the  owner,  backfiring  in 
good  faith  being  excepted  ;  ( b )  Escape 
of  fire,  owing  to  want  of  precau- 
tions:  Allowing  fire  to  escape  from 
control,  or  to  spread  to  the  lands  of 
a  person  other  than  the  builder,  with- 
out using  all  reasonable  precautions ; 
and  (c)  Burning  brush,  etc.,  without 
due  precautions,  both  before  and 
after :  Burning  brush,  stumps,  rub- 
bish, .  grass,  etc.,  without  taking  all 
such  precautions,  both  before  and 
after,   to  prevent  the   escape  of  fire. 

(2.)  Penalties. — The  following  of- 
fenses are  punishable  with  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  $10  nor  more  than  $100, 
or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than 
50  days:  (a)  Camp  fires:  Building 
a  camp  fire  upon  lands  other  than 
one's  own  without  clearing  the  ground 
immediately  around  it,  leaving  it 
burning  or  unattended,  or  permitting 
it  to  spread;  or  (6)  Causing  fires 
by  throwing  away  lighted  cigars, 
matches,  etc.,  or  by  use  of  firearms : 
Starting  a  fire  in  forest  material  not 
one's  own,  through  throwing  away  a 
lighted  cigar,  cigarette,  or  match,  or 
by  the  use  of  firearms,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  and  leaving  the  fire  un- 
quenched. 

(3.)  Spark-arrester  requirements. — 
The  operation  of  locomotives,  or  en- 
gines (logging,  portable,  traction,  or 
stationary)  using  fuel  other  than  oil, 
on  or  near  forest  land,  which  are  not 
provided  with  adequate  spark  arrest- 
ers, kept  in  constant  use  and  repair, 
is  prohibited,  from  May  1  to  July  31 
of  each* year.  Penalties:  Willful  or 
negligent  failure  to  comply  with  this 
requirement  subjects  the  offenders  to 
a  fine  of  not  less  than  $25  nor  more 
than  $100 ;  and  to  being  enjoined  from 
further  use  of  the  locomotive  or  en- 
gine until  requirements  are  complied 
with.  Prima  facie  evidence :  Escape 
of  fire  from  an  engine  is  also  made 
prima  facie  evidence  that  the  engine 
has  not  been  properly  maintained. 

(4)  Voluntary  fo?*est  wardens. — Pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  appointment  of 
voluntary  forest  wardens  by  the  su- 
perior court  judges,  within  their  re- 
spective districts,  to  serve  without 
pay,  and  under  commissions  expiring 
on  November  1  of  each  year.     Power 
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to  make  arrests;  Such  wardens  and 
all  peace  officers  of  the  State,  includ- 
ing deputy  game  and  fish  wardens, 
are  given  power  to  make  arrests  on 
warrants  issued  by  any  magistrate  of 
the  State  for  violations  of  the  State 
forest  fire  law,  or  without  warrants 
for  violations  committed  in  their  pres- 
ence, and  are  empowered  to  discharge 
their  duties  without  incurring  civil 
liability  for  trespass. 

CALIFORNIA 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Compulsory  fire  patrol  (L.  1923, 
chap.  313). — Owners  of  forest  lands 
(except  redwood  forest  lands)  are  now 
required  by  this  fire  patrol  law  to  pro- 
vide, under  approval  of  the  State 
board  of  forestry,  an  adequate  fire 
patrol,  equal  to  that  maintained  by 
forest  owners  who  have  cooperative 
agreements  with  the  State'  board  of 
forestry  or  the  Federal  Forest  Serv- 
ice, or  equal  to  that  maintained  by 
50  per  cent  of  the  forest  owners  in 
the  same  locality  or  in  other  localities 
of  similar  conditions  who  are  in  good 
faith  protecting  their  lands  against 
fire.  In  the  case  of  failure  on  the 
part  of  owners  to  provide  such  patrol, 
the  State  forester  is  required  to  pro- 
vide the  same,  under  direction  of  the 
board,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  3  cents 
per  acre  per  annum,  except  when,  in 
times  and  localities  of  unusual  fire 
hazard,  adequate  protection  of  forest 
areas  demands  expenditures  in  excess 
of  that  amount.  In  the  latter  event, 
the  State  forester,  after  due  investi- 
gation and  with  the  approval  of  the 
State  board  of  forestry,  may  authorize 
sufficient  expenditure  to  safeguard  the 
timber  resources,  up  to  an  amount  not 
to  exceed  the  actual  cost  of  the  work 
involved.  All  expenditures  so  made 
are  due  and  payable  immediately  to 
the  State  forester,  and  are  deposited 
to  the  credit  of  the  State  board  of 
forestry  fire-prevention  fund.  When 
not  so  paid  within  30  days,  they  con- 
stitute a  lien  upon  the  land,  to  be 
collected  by  due  process  of  law.  All 
moneys  in  that  fund  are  appropriated 
to  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this 
act.  The  term  "  forest  land "  as 
therein  used  is  specifically  defined  as 
referring  to  land  "  which  has  enough 
forest  growth  standing  or  down  or  has 
sufficient  inflammable  forest  debris  to 
constitute,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
State  board  of  forestry,  a  fire  menace 
to  itself  or  adjoining  land."  It  is  also 
further  provided  that  owners  of  forest 
lands  who  reside  within  1V>  miles  of 


the  farther  liniir<  thereof  will  not  he- 
required  to  maintain  any  additional 
patrol  therefor. 

Precautions  in  operating  logging  en- 
gines (L.  1923,  chap.  60).— An  addi- 
tion to  the  fire  protection  provisions 
contained  in  the  Penal  Code  (sec.  384; 
makes  it  unlawful,  during  the  period 
between  May  15  and  October  31  of 
each  year,  to  operate,  for  logging  pur- 
poses (except  in  the  redwood  region), 
any  steam,  gas.  or  electrically  equipped 
donkey  or  stationary  engine  in  forest 
or  brush  land,  without  taking  the  fol- 
lowing precautions :  All  inflammable 
material,  including  snags,  must  first 
be  cleared  away  from  around  the  en- 
gine for  a  distance  of  at  least  100  feet ; 
all  such  steam  engines,  including  log- 
ging locomotives,  must  be  provided 
with  an  adequate  force  pump  and  not 
less  than  200  feet  of  hose  not  less 
than  1^4  inches  in  diameter;  and  a 
suitable  tool  box  equipped  with  at 
least  seven  shovels  and  three  axes 
must  be  maintained  at  each  of  the  en- 
gines, except  that  when  two  or  more 
engines  are  operated  within  a  distance 
of  300  feet  of  each  other  one  box  will 
be  sufficient.  Violations  of  these  reg- 
ulations are  punishable  with  fine  or 
imprisonment,  or  both.  And  by  a  fur- 
ther provision  the  exception,  hereto- 
fore made,  from  the  general  forest  fire 
protection  provisions  of  the  Penal 
Code  (sec.  384),  respecting  the  setting 
of  fire  on  lands  within  any  municipal 
corporation,  is  expanded  to  except 
also  from  those  provisions  the  cus- 
tomary use  of  fires  and  of  powder 
blasting  in  logging  operations  in  the 
redwood  region. 

Unregulated  turning  prohibited  (L. 
1923,  chap.  335). — Another  enactment, 
in  amending  the  provision  (in  the 
basic  forestry  act  of  1905.  chap.  264. 
sec.  16)  which  prohibited  the  burn- 
ing, without  a  permit  from  a  fire 
warden,  of  brush,  stumps,  logs,  etc.. 
or  blasting  or  setting  off  fireworks  in 
forest  or  brush-covered  lands  during 
the  dry  season,  now  definitely  defines 
that  time  limit  as  the  period  between 
May  15  and  October  31 :  and  also  re- 
quires that  the  permit  shall  be  from 
the  State  forester  or  his  duly  author- 
ized agent.  In  addition,  it  expands 
the  description  of  the  lands  and  ma- 
terials covered  by  the  prohibition  spec- 
ifically to  include  also  brush-covered 
lands,  slash,  or  any  other  inflammable 
material,  etc.  And  by  a  further 
change  the  exception  previously  made 
in  regard  to  back  tires  is  omitted: 
which,  however,  is  cared  for  under 
another    statute.     The    maximum    line 
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imposed  is  also  reduced  from  $1,000 
to  $500,  and  the  maximum  term  of 
imprisonment  is  lowered  from  one  year 
to  six  months.  A  proviso  is  likewise 
added  that  no  written  permission  shall 
be  necessary  to  burn  small  heaps  or 
piles  of  material  if  the  fire  is  set  in  a 
public  road,  dooryard  premises,  cor- 
rals, gardens,  or  plowed  fields,  at  a 
distance  of  not  less  than  100  feet  from 
any  woodland,  timber,  or  brush-cov- 
ered land,  or  field  containing  dry  grass 
or  other  inflammable  material. 

County  fire  protection  districts  (L. 
1923,  chap.  191 )  .—Provision  is  made 
for  the  formation,  management,  main- 
tenance, and  dissolution  of  county  fire 
protection  districts,  composed  of  un- 
incorporated territory  not  included  in 
any  other  fire  protection  district  or 
timber  land  patrolled  by  the  State 
board  of  forestry  or  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  and  regulations  thereof. 

Cooperation  with  local  agencies  and 
the  Federal  Government  (L.  1923, 
chaps.  321,  464,  465,  467,  468,  473).— 
These  special  acts  provide  appropria- 
tions for  continuing  cooperation  on 
the  part  of  the  State  with  local  agen- 
cies or  industries,  or  with  the  Federal 
Government,  for  fire  protection  work 
in  certain  localities. 

PROTECTION  FROM  FOREST  INSECTS 
AND  DISEASES 

Pine  beetles  and  other  injurious  in- 
sects declared  a  public  nuisance — Com- 
pulsory abatement  (L.  1923,  chap. 
82). — Declares  pine  beetles,  and  other 
insect  pests  and  infestations  that  are 
injurious  to  timber  and  forest  growth, 
to  be  a  public  nuisance ;  and  requires 
owners  of  timber  or  timberlands  to 
control,  destroy,  and  eradicate  such 
insect  pests,  or  to  provide  for  the 
same  to  be  done,  on  lands  owned  by 
them  or  under  their  control.  The  pro- 
cedure in  such  cases  is  as  follows : 
Upon  discovery  by  any  owner  that  his 
timber  or  timberlands,  or  timberlands 
adjacent  thereto,  are  so  infested  he  is 
required  immediately  to  notify  the 
State  forester,  who  must  promptly  as- 
certain, by  proper  investigation, 
whether  the  infestation  is  of  such  a 
character  as  to  be  injurious  to  forest 
growth  and  a  menace  to  timber  or 
timbered  lands ;  and  if  so,  with  the 
approval  of  the  State  board  of  fores- 
try, he  must  declare,  as  regards  the 
same,  a  district  or  zone  of  infestation, 
and  fix  the  boundaries  thereof.  There- 
after, upon  receipt  of  written  applica- 
tion from  owners  of  60  per  cent  or 
more  of  the  timber  or  timbered  lands 


within  the  district  that  this  act  be 
enforced  and  the  pests  be  eradicated 
and  destroyed,  the  State  forester 
serves  notice,  in  required  form,  upon 
all  owners  of  timber  or  timberlands 
within  the  district  (or  upon  their 
agents,  or  any  persons  of  legal  age 
who  are  in  possession  of  and  residing 
upon  the  lands)  to  proceed  to  destroy 
and  eradicate  the  pests.  In  the  case 
of  owners  who,  upon  receiving  the 
above-mentioned  notice  from  the  State 
forester,  proceed  in  good  faith  to 
eradicate  and  destroy  the  pests,  and 
continue  to  do  so,  it  is  provided  that 
such  owners  shall  be  exempt  from  the 
provisions  of  this  act  as  regards  the 
lands  so  handled.  In  event,  however, 
of  failure,  refusal,  or  neglect  on  the 
part  of  owners  to  take  the  action  re- 
quired, within  30  days  from  date  of 
the  notice,  u  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
State  forester  to  cause  the  pests  to  be 
eradicated  and  destroyed  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall  be  approved  by  the  State 
board  of  forestry.  All  expenditures 
on  the  part  of  the  State  forester  in 
connection  with  such  work  constitute 
a  first  lien  upon  the  lands,  second 
only  to  the  lien  for  taxes ;  and  if  not 
paid  within  90  days,  the  amount  is 
collected  by  due  process  of  law,  and 
deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  State 
board  of  forestry. 

Owners  within  such  districts  or 
zones,  who  are  members  of  a  coopera- 
tive association  of  timberland  owners 
that  is  actively  engaged  in  the  destruc- 
tion, control,  and  eradication  of  pine 
beetles  and  said  other  insects,  using 
methods  approved  by  the  State  board 
of  forestry,  are  also  declared  exempt 
from  the  provisions  of  this  act.  And 
it  is  farther  provided  that  a  district 
or  zone  may  be  dissolved  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  board  whenever  it  may  de- 
termine that  such  control  work  there- 
in is  no  longer  necessary,  or  upon  re- 
ceipt by  it  of  a  petition  for  such  ac- 
tion, from  the  owners  of  60  per  cent  or 
more  of  the  lands,  based  upon  the 
ground  that  control  work  therein  is 
no  longer  necessary  or  feasible.  The 
term  "  owner"  as  used  in  this  act  i? 
specifically  defined  to  include  individ- 
uals, partnerships,  corporations,  and 
associations.  And  it  is  likewise  de- 
clared that  for  the  purposes  of  the  act 
"  any  land  shall  be  considered  timber- 
land  which  has  enough  timber,  stand- 
ing or  down,  to  constitute,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  State  board  of  forestry,  an 
insect  or  pine-beetle  infestation  breed- 
ing ground  of  a  nature  to  constitute 
a  menace,  injurious  and  dangerous  to 
timber  or  forest  growth  in  the  district 
or  zone  under  consideration." 
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PUBLIC  FORESTS 

Acquisition  of  forest  lands  for  park 
purposes.  (L.  1923,  chap.  249).— The 
State  board  of  forestry  is  directed  by 
this  act  to  make  a  survey  of  forest 
lands  in  the  State,  and  report,  with 
recommendation,  upon  such  as  are 
suitable  for  use  as  public  parks  (the 
report  to  be  filed  with  the  secretary 
of  state)  ;  and  a  method  is  provided 
for  procuring  such  parks  by  purchase, 
gift,  devise,  donation,  or  condemnation 
proceedings,  and  for  procuring  funds 
for  acquisition  and  maintenance  there- 
of. Jurisdiction  and  control  of  the 
parks  is  vested  in  the  State  board  of 
forestry. 

MISCELLANEOUS  PROVISIONS 

Exchange  of  Federal  and  State 
lands  (L.  1923,  chap.  229).— Provides 
that  State  lands  located  within  the 
exterior  boundaries  of  a  national  for- 
est which  are,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
surveyor  general,  more  valuable  for 
timber  than  for  any  other  purposes, 
may  be  exchanged  for  compact  bodies 
of  timber  lands  of  the  United  States, 
of  equal  value,  within  the  State. 

COLORADO 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Injury  of  forest-fire  notices — Pen- 
alty (L.  1923,  chap.  91).— The  pro- 
tection of  posted  notices  concerning 
forest  fires  has  been  further  assured 
by  the  enactment  of  a  general  statute 
which  makes  the  injury  or  destruction 
of  any  sign  or  notice  posted  under 
any  Federal,  State,  or  municipal 
authority  a  misdemeanor,  punishable 
by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $10  nor  more 
than  $50,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the 
county  jail  for  a  term  of  not  less  than 
5  days  nor  more  than  30  days,  or  by 
both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

CONNECTICUT 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Railroad  fires  (L.  1923,  chap.  33).— 
With  a  view  to  securing  protection 
from  fires  caused  by  locomotives,  the 
public  utilities  commission  is  empow- 
ered as  follows : 

(1)  Hearings  to  determine  fire 
hazards. — To  hold  hearings  upon  pe- 
titions by  the  State  forest  firewarden 
to  determine  what  portions,  if  any,  of 
the  rights  of  way  of  railroads  operat- 
ing in  the  State,  and  lands  contiguous 
to  such  rights  of  way,  constitute  fire 
hazards  amounting  to  public  menaces 
during  dry  seasons,  and  to  give  writ- 
ten notice  to  all  parties  in  interest 
concerning  its  findings. 


(2)  Patrols. — From  time  to  time,  to 
order  railroads  (upon  its  own  motion, 
or  at  the  request  of  the  State  forest 
firewarden,  or  of  the  owners  of 
adjoining  lands)  to  furnish  patrols  to 
cover  such  parts  of  their  rights  of  way 
and  lands  contiguous  thereto  as  may 
be  found  to  constitute  such  hazards ; 
the  patrols  to  extinguish  all  fires  dis- 
covered which  have  been  caused  by 
their  locomotives. 

(3)  Plowing  fire  lines  or  clearing  of 
brush  along  track. — To  require,  with 
the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  lands 
bordering  on  the  rights  of  way,  that 
the  railroads  plow  a  fire  line  on  the 
land  of  such  owners,  not  to  exceed  10 
feet  in  width,  and  to  be  located  not 
more  than  200  feet  from  the  nearest 
track  of  the  railroad,  or  to  require  the 
railroads  to  clear  the  brush  and  in- 
flammable material  from  a  strip  of 
land  the  outer  limit  of  which  shall  be 
not  more  than  200  feet  from  such  near- 
est track. 

(4)  Cutting  grass  and  weeds. — To 
compel  the  railroads  to  cut,  between 
September  1  and  December  1,  all  dead 
grass  and  weeds  on  such  portions  of 
their  rights  of  way  as  are  found  by 
the  commission  to  constitute  such 
hazards. 

(5)  Regulations. — To  make  and  en- 
force all  required  regulations  under 
the  act,  subject  to  right  of  appeal  by 
parties  aggrieved  thereby. 

Any  railroad  company,  or  any  offi- 
cer, agent,  or  employee  thereof,  who 
fails  to  obey  any  order  of  the  public 
utilities  commission  made  under  au- 
thority of  this  act  is  subject  to  a  fine 
of  not  more  than  $5,000  for  each  of- 
fense, each  distinct  violation  being  a 
separate  offense,  and  in  case  of  a  con- 
tinued violation  each  day  being  also  a 
separate  offense. 

PUBLIC  FORESTS 

State  forests. — Sale  and  exchange 
of  lands  (L.  1923,  chap.  US).— The 
sale  and  exchange  of  State  forest 
lands  by  the  State  forester  is  au- 
thorized under  consent  of  the  State 
park  and  forest  commission  and  the 
approval  of  the  board  of  control.  Pro- 
tection of  State  forest  lands  from  fire 
is  also  made  incumbent  upon  the 
State  forester. 

Taxation  by  local  conun unities  (P. 
1923,  chap.  209). — Provides  for  the 
levying  of  a  tax.  annually,  on  all 
State  forest  lands,  based  upon  such 
a  valuation  as  the  assessor  considers 
appropriate,  provided  it  does  not  in- 
clude the  trees:  and  also  places  a  tax 
of  5  per  cent  upon  the  timber,  when 
cut   at   a   profit,   both   of   which    taxes 
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are  paj^able  to  the  town  in  which  the 
State  forest  is  situated,  out  of  funds 
appropriated  for  the  expenses  of  the 
State  forester. 

STATE  PARK  AND  FOREST  LANDS 

Cooperative  maintenance  (L.  1923, 
chap.  120). — In  the  case  of  State  park 
and  forest  lands  lying  along  the 
boundary  between  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut and  any  adjoining  State,  this 
act  provides  for  cooperative  mainte- 
nance thereof  by  the  State  park  and 
forest  commission  of  Connecticut  and 
any  official  or  agency  having  similar 
powers  in  the  adjoining  State. 

TAXATION 

Of  State  forest  lands  by  local  com- 
munities. (See  Public  forests,  State 
forests,  above.) 

IDAHO 

PROTECTION  FROM  FOREST  INSECTS 
AND  DISEASES 

Note. — No  new  legislation  of  this  nature 
was  enacted  in  Idaho  during  1922  and 
1923,  except  the  following  laws  which  have 
an  indirect  bearing  upon  forestry  activities  : 

The  Idaho  Legislature  in  1923  (see 
chap.  140,  L.  1923)  amended  section  3982 
of  the  Compiled  Statutes  of  Idaho,  relat- 
ing to  the  removal  of  snow  and  rubbish 
in  municipalities,  so  as  to  permit  also  the 
eradication  of  pests  or  diseases  injurious 
to  trees,  plants,  slirubs,  or  vines.  It  also 
amended  section  2064  of  the  Compiled 
Statutes  (see  chap.  70,  L.  1923),  relating 
to  the  abatement  of  infested  premises  as 
public  nuisances,  so  as  to  include  among 
such  nuisances  "  any  plants  known  to  be 
the  necessary  hosts  of  any  disease,"  in- 
jurious to  any  trees,  etc.  This  gives 
authority  to  eradicate  cultivated  black 
currant  for  control  of  white-pine  blister 
rust. 

ILLINOIS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Establishment  of  a  forestry  division 
at  the  University  of  Illinois,  in  the 
agricultural  experiment  station  (L. 
1923,  p.  412). — Takes  provisional  ac- 
tion in  respect  to  the  maintenance  and 
utilization  of  the  State's  forests  by 
directing  the  trustees  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  to  establish  a  forestry 
division  at  the  University,  in  the  agri- 
cultural experiment  station,  whenever 


funds  are  definitely  appropriated  for 
forestry  investigational  purposes.  The 
experiment  station  is  required  to 
make  investigations  in  forestry  and 
allied  subjects  with  special  reference 
to  the  maintenance  and  improvement 
of  existing  forests  and  farm  woodlots 
and  to  the  establishment  of  forest  cul- 
ture on  lands  better  adapted  thereto 
than  to  any  other  use;  and  to  con- 
duct educational  work  along  such 
lines,  including  the  establishment  of 
demonstration  forests ;  acting  through- 
out, as  far  as  possible,  in  cooperation 
with  the  State  department  of  registra- 
tion and  education. 

Reforestation  by  counties  (L.  1923, 
p.  304). — Empowers  counties  to  take 
all  necessary  measures  to  encourage 
the  maintenance  and  planting  of  trees 
and  the  preservation  of  forests. 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

(L.  1923,  p.  304).— Empowers  coun- 
ties to  take  all  necessary  measures  to 
prevent  forest  fires. 

PUBLIC  FORESTS 

Municipal  forests  (L.  1923,  p.  409) . — 
Under  this  act  the  former  provisions 
(act  contained  in  L.  1913,  p.  385,  as 
amended)  concerning  forest  preserve 
districts  are  so  amended  that  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners of  such  districts  may  create 
forest  preserves  therein  now  include 
the  restoring,  restocking,  protection, 
and  preservation  of  the  natural  for- 
ests within  the  districts,  together  with 
their  flora  and  fauna.  And  authority 
is  given  the  board  to  construct  neces- 
sary drainage,  power  plants,  road- 
ways, and  other  improvements  in  the 
forest  preserves.  The  act  also  further 
amends  the  former  provisions  in  va- 
rious respects  affecting  the  adminis- 
tration and  financing  of  the  districts 
for  purposes  in  general. 

IOWA 

ADMINISTRATION 

Consolidation  act  (L.  1923,  chap. 
46). — Consolidates  various  State  agen- 
cies (including  the  State  horticultural 
society)2  into  one  department,  known 


2  Following  this  consolidation  of  the  State  horticultural  society  with  the  State  depart- 
ment of  agriculture  certain  legislation  enacted  in  1924  (subsequent  to  the  biennium  in- 
cluded in  this  publication  has  materially  changed  provisions  in  this  chapter  (No.  4b), 
and  also  in  chapter  234  of  Laws,  1923  (summarized  below),  in  the  following  respects: 
(a)  The  annual  report  of  the  State  horticultural  society,  which  submits  a  statement  oi 
the  general  condition  of  forestry  interests  throughout  the  fctate,  is  now  made  to  tne 
department  of  agriculture  instead  of  to  the  governor  as  heretofore.  (See  Code  of  Iowa, 
1924,  sec.  2966.)  (&)  The  secretary  of  agriculture  is  made  State  forestry  commissioner 
in  place  of  the  secretary  of  the  State  horticultural  society,  and  is  charged  with  the  duty 
-of  enforcing  the  forest  and  fruit  tree  reservation  act ;  and,  m  consequence,  the  county 
auditors  are  now  required  to  make  their  annual  reports  upon  such  reservations  to  the 
department  of  agriculture  instead  of  to  the  secretary  of  the  State  horticultural  society 
as  was  the  case  heretofore.      (See  Code  of  Iowa,  1924,  sees.  2591   (subdiv.  1),  2604-261  r.) 
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as  the  State  department  of  agriculture. 
and  creates  the  office  of  secretary  of 
agriculture,  who  as  head  of  the  depart- 
ment is  charged  with  the  duties  of  (a) 
promoting  the  interests  of  agriculture, 
including  among  other  matters  horti- 
culture and  forestry;  {b)  devising 
methods  of  conducting  such  industries 
with  a  view  to  increasing  production 
and  facilitating  an  adequate  distribu- 
tion thereof  at  the  least  cost  to  the 
producer;  (c)  compiling,  in  connection 
with  the  Federal  Government,  and 
publishing  statistics  and  information 
concerning  farm  economics  and  agri- 
cultural products,  in  so  far  as  the 
same  may  be  of  value  to  agriculture 
and  its  allied  interests,  including 
therein,  in  his  discretion,  reports  on 
similar  subjects  from  the  secretary  of 
the  State  horticultural  society  or  other 
agricultural  or  horticultural  associa- 
tions within  the  State;  and  (d)  coop- 
erating, as  may  be  found  desirable,  in 
such  activities,  with  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Iowa  State  College  of  Agriculture. 

Report  by  State  horticultural  society 
on  general  condition  of  forestry  inter- 
ests (L.  1923,  chap.  234).— Reenacts 
the  provision  made  in  chapter  254. 
Law  1921,  that  the  general  condition 
of  forestry  interests  throughout  the 
States  should  be  included  among  the 
subjects  covered  in  the  annual  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  State  horticul- 
tural society  to  the  governor.2 

State  board  of  conservation — For- 
estry work  (L.  1923,  chap.  33).— Re- 
vises and  amends  previous  legislation 
concerning  the  State  board  of  con- 
servation, and  thereby  provides  that 
the  board  shall  consist  of  five  mem- 
bers (instead  of  three,  as  heretofore), 
appointed  by  the  governor  (instead  of 
being  designated  by  the  State  execu- 
tive council,  as  before),  to  serve  with- 
out pay,  and  that  the  secretary  of  the 
executive  council  shall  act  as  secre- 
tary of  the  board,  without  additional 
compensation.  The  duties,  in  general. 
of  the  board,  in  so  far  as  they  are 
concerned  with  matters  pertaining  to 
forestry,  remain  practically  the  same 
as  heretofore,  and  are  described  as 
follows ;  "  The  board  shall  investigate 
places  in  Iowa  rich  in  natural  history, 
forest  reserves,  *  *  *  and  the 
means  of  promoting  forestry  and 
maintaining  and  preserving  animal 
and  bird  life  and  the  conservation  of 
the  natural  resources  of  the  State." 
but  no  specific  provision  is  made,  as 
previously,  for  furnishing  to  members 


of  the  general  assembly  copies  of  such 
recommendations  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  made  by  the  board.  The  costs 
incident  to  this  work  of  making  in- 
vestigations is  defrayed  from  any 
funds  that  may  be  collected  by  the 
board,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
executive  council. 


PUBLIC  FORESTS 

Forest   reservations    (see 
immediately  below  j. 

TAXATION 


Taxation, 


Forest  reservations  (L.  1923,  chap. 
234  j. — Certain  of  the  provisions  for 
the  establishment  of  the  special  tax 
entities  designated  as  permanent 
forest  reservations  (see  sees.  1700, 
1701,  and  1711  of  the  Compiled  Code 
of  Iowa  j  are  amended  by  this  act  as 
follows:  (1)  More  than  one  such 
reservation  may  now  be  selected  on 
a  tract,  subject,  as  heretofore,  to  the 
requirement  that  each  reservation 
must  contain  not  less  than  two  acres 
in  continuous  area;  (2)  the  former 
stipulations  concerning  acceptance  of 
tracts  selected  are  modified  to  disre- 
gard whether  the  forests  thereon  are 
original  or  not,  and,  in  the  case  of  a 
grove,  whether  it  is  artificial  or  not ; 
(3)  The  time  for  annual  reports  by 
the  several  county  auditors2  on  such 
reservations  is  changed  from  "  on  or 
before  November  fifteenth  of  each 
year,"'  to  "  on  or  before  June  fifteenth 
of  each  year." 

LOUISIANA 
TAXATION 

Low  assessment  of  lands  utider  con- 
tract for  forest  culture.  (L.  1922. 
Act  No.  90). — Reenacts  the  provisions 
of  "  The  general  forest  conservation 
law"  (Act  232,  L.  1920);  and,  in  so 
doing,  amends  certain  of  the  provisions 
concerning  low  assessment  of  lands 
under  contract  with  the  State  for  for- 
est culture.3 

The  act  (Act  90.  L.  1922)  sets  the 
contract  period  at  15  years,  with  a 
possible  extension  of  five  years  (in- 
stead of  15  to  40  years,  as  formerly). 
Such  contracts  are  confined  to  denuded 
forest  land  having  an  average  cash 
value  of  not  more  than  :>S  nor  loss 
than  $3  per  acre  :  and  it  is  provided 
that  such  lands  shall  be  assessed  at 
the  current  cash  value. 

Under  the  previous  act  'No.  23:2.  L. 
1920)     the    contracts    applied    to    any 


-  See  page  14   for  footnote. 

3  An  act  passed  subsequent  to  the  biennium  covered  In  this  circular.  Act  No.  71.  I. 
1924,  has  materially  amended  this  1922  act  (No.  90)  in  respect  to  this  manor  of  low 
assessment  of  such  lands  and  also  in  regard  to  various  other  points. 


16      Department  Circular  359,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture 


land  denuded  of  trees  and  any  other 
land  having  an  assessed  valuation,  at 
the  time  of  application,  of  not  more 
than  $10  per  acre ;  and  provision  was 
made  for  fixing  an  assessed  valuation 
at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  con- 
tract. Apparently,  however,  the  val- 
uation thus  assessed  might  be  changed 
during  the  contract  in  the  event  the 
assessment  made  at  the  time  of  con- 
tract was  less  than  $5  per  acre. 

Owners  of  lands  answering  to  the 
present  requirements  may  make  appli- 
cation for  contract,  in  due  form,  to 
the  commissioner  of  conservation. 
Following  application,  the  suitability 
of  the  land  for  timber  growing  is  as- 
certained through  a  joint  inspection 
of  and  report  upon  the  tract  by  the  de- 
partment of  conservation  and  the  po- 
lice jury  of  the  parish  in  which  the 
land  lies ;  which  bodies  also  jointly 
determine  the  true  cash  value  of  the 
land.  This  value  may  vary  from  that 
appearing  on  the  assessment  rolls, 
and  may  also  show  different  values 
for  different  portions  of  the  land. 
Under  the  previous  act  the  fixed  valua- 
tion of  the  land  was  determined  by 
the  board  of  State  affairs  and  the  as- 
sessors of  the  parish. 

The  value  as  determined  by  the  de- 
partment of  conservation  and  the  po- 
lice jury  is  accepted  for  assessment 
and  all  other  purposes  of  taxation  for 
the  first  10  years  of  the  contract ;  af- 
ter which  the  land  is  subject  to  re- 
assessment for  the  remaining  five 
years  of  the  contract  period,  and  also 
to  further  reassessment  for  an  addi- 
tional five-year  period  in  event  of  an 
extension. 

MAINE 

ADMINISTRATION 

The  title  "  Land  agent. *  abolished 
(P.  L.  1923,  chap.  196).— The  land 
agent  of  the  State  is  now  known  as 
the  forest  commissioner,  the  title  of 
land  agent  having  been  abolished. 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Deputy  forest  firewardens — Duties 
and  compensation  (P.  L.  1923,  chap. 
1 ) . — Amends  certain  of  the  provisions 
concerning  deputy  forest  firewardens 
as  follows:  (a)  The  specific  provision 
made  for  employing  suitable  persons 
to  assist  the  chief  forest  firewardens 
in  patrol  work  is  eliminated  from  sec- 
tion 69,  chapter  8,  Revised  Statutes 
1916  (as  amended  by  chap.  58,  P.  L. 
1921),  which  contains  a  general  pro- 
vision to  the  effect  that  deputy  war- 
dens shall  perform  such  duties  as  may 


be  assigned  them  by  either  the  com- 
missioner or  the  chief  forest  firewar- 
dens, under  approval  of  the  commis- 
sioner, (b)  By  a  further  amendment 
of  that  section  a  change  is  also  made 
in  respect  to  the  compensation  of 
deputy  wardens.  Heretofore  they  have 
been  allowed  $3  and  necessary  ex- 
penses for  each  day  of  actual  service, 
whereas  now  they  receive  as  compen- 
sation $3  for  each  day  of  actual  serv- 
ice "  with  an  allowance  for  actual  nec- 
essary expenses  of  travel  and  subsis- 
tence, except  that  when  in  charge  of 
fire-fighting  operations  they  shall  be 
paid  at  the  rate  of  35  cents  for  each 
hour  of  actual  service  and  be  provided 
with  subsistence  during  such  service." 

Suspension  of  open  season  for  fish- 
ing in  inland  waters  (P.  L.  1923,  chap. 
33). — The  law  providing  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  open  season  for  hunting 
when  it  shall  appear  to  the  governor 
that,  by  reason  of  drought,  hunting  in 
the  forests  is  likely  to  cause  forest 
fires,  has  been  expanded  to  make  it 
apply  also  to  fishing  in  the  inland 
waters  of  the  State. 

Nonresidents  hunting  or  fishing  on 
wild  lands  (P.  L.  1923,  chap.  119).— 
Expands  the  provisions  in  section  63, 
chapter  33,  Revised  Statutes  (pre- 
viously amended  in  1917  and  1919), 
which  prohibited,  under  penalty  of  a 
fine  of  $40  and  costs  for  each  offense, 
(1)  entrance  upon  unorganized  and 
unincorporated  townships  by  nonresi- 
dents thereof,  and  camping  and  kin- 
dling fires  while  engaged  in  hunting 
or  fishing,  without  being  in  charge  of 
a  registered  guide,  during  the  months 
of  May,  June,  July,  August,  Septem- 
ber, October,  and  November;  and  (2) 
any  registered  guide  being  employed 
by  or  guiding,  at  the  same  time,  more 
than  five  nonresidents,  in  hunting.  As 
now  expanded,  these  provisions  also 
forbid  such  parties,  under  similar  pen- 
alty, from  engaging  in  hunting  in  such 
unorganized  territory,  during  the 
months  named,  without  being  in 
charge  of  a  registered  guide. 

Fire-warning  notices  (P.  L.  1923, 
chap.  23). — The  provision  in  section 
58,  chapter  8  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
which  authorized  the  forest  commis- 
sioner to  distribute  fire-warning  no- 
tices to  the  selectmen  of  all  the  towns 
of  the  State,  is  so  amended  by  this  act 
as  to  substitute  the  term  "  forest  fire- 
wardens "  for  the  term  "  selectmen." 

One-half  of  fines  for  injury  of  fire 
notices  no  longer  paid  to  complain- 
ant.— The  further  provision  in  said 
section  that  one-half  of  the  fines  re- 
covered as  penalties  for  the  injury  or 
destruction  of  posted  forest-fire  notices 
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.shall   be   paid   to   the   complainant   is 
repealed  by  this  act. 

Camp-fire  notices  (P.  L.  1923,  chap. 
16  i. — Repeals  section  36  of  chapter  8 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  which  re- 
quired that  the  forest  commissioner 
should  furnish  to  the  selectmen  of 
organized  towns  outside  of  the  Maine 
forestry  district,  for  posting  in  con- 
spicuous places,  notices  that  camp 
fires  must  be  totally  extinguished  be- 
fore breaking  camp,  under  penalty  of 
fine  and  imprisonment,  or  both. 

Annual  tax  for  fire  protection  in 
the  Maine  forestry  district  (P.  L.  1923, 
chap.  65). — Amends  sections  63  and 
64  of  chapter  8  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes, relating  to  the  procedure  of 
levying  Maine  forestry  district  taxes 
in  unincorporated  places,  in  the  same 
manner  as  chapter  66,  P.  L.  1923, 
amends  the  procedure  of  levying  State 
and  county  taxes  in  these  places. 
The  amended  procedure  distinguishes 
between  known  and  unknown  owner- 
ship, as  follows :  The  notice  of  the 
assessment  is  now  given  to  known 
owners  of  the  land,  in  writing,  by 
means  of  a  tax  statement  mailed  to 
each  at  his  last-known  address ;  while 
in  regard  to  unknown  owners,  such 
notice  continues  to  be  given  as  for- 
merly, through  advertisement  of  the 
lists  of  assessments.  The  tax  levy  in 
and  for  the  second  year  of  the  biennial 
assessment  period  is  effected  in  the 
same  manner.  The  State  is  given  a 
lien  on  the  lands  for  the  payment  of 
taxes,  together  with  interest  at  6  per 
cent  (instead  of  20  per  cent,  as  for- 
merly), after  the  expiration  of  six 
months  from  the  date  that  the  tax  is 
due.  Redemption  may  be  made  any 
time  within  one  year  from  the  date 
when  interest  commenced.  Upon  the 
expiration  of  such  period,  in  the  case 
of  lands  assessed  by  advertisement 
(the  owners  being  unknown),  the 
same  become  wholly  forfeited  to  the 
State  and  vest  therein  free  of  any 
claims  by  any  former  owners. 

PUBLIC  FORESTS 

Auxiliary  State  forests  (see  Tax- 
ation, immediately  below). 

TAXATION 

Auxiliary  State  forests  (P.  L.  1923, 
chap.  138). — Automatic  cessation  from 
classification. — The  provision  in  the 
auxiliary  State  forest  act  (L.  1921, 
chap.  78)  which,  in  connection  with 
requiring  that  owners  of  lands  in 
such  forests  shall  secure  a  license  in 


advance  of  cutting  trees  thereon  for 
market  or  manufacture,  excepted 
from  such  requirement  persons  de- 
siring to  clear  the  land  for  agricul- 
tural purposes,  building,  or  highways, 
or  for  certain  other  specified  purposes, 
and  not  for  sale  or  manufacture,  now 
requires  that  a  return  must  be  made, 
annually,  to  the  forest  commissioner 
of  all  land  cleared  during  the  year  for 
agricultural  purposes,  building,  or 
highways,  giving  the  area  and  location 
of  the  land  so  cleared.  The  land 
thereupon  ceases,  automatically,  to  be 
a  part  of  the  auxiliary  State  forest, 
and  is  thereafter  taxed  in  the  same 
manner  and  at  the  same  rate  as  other 
real  property. 

Appraisal  of  lands  and  timber. — The 
provisions  concerning  appraisal  of 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  taxing  such 
forests  are  also  somewhat  revised  by 
this  1923  act.  As  they  now  stand 
the  assessors  appraise  only  the  land 
and  pine  trees  more  than  16  inches  in 
diameter  at  4  feet  from  the  ground ; 
hemlock,  spruce,  and  cedar  trees  more 
than  12  inches  in  diameter  at  the 
same  distance  from  the  ground ;  and 
trees  of  all  other  species  irrespective 
of  size ;  with  the  proviso,  however, 
that  the  land  shall  be  appraised  at  a 
valuation  not  to  exceed  $5  per  acre, 
independent  of  any  great  pond  therein. 

Payment  of  back  taxes  at  time  of 
withdrawal. — The  requirements  for  se- 
curing the  withdrawal  of  such  lands 
from  classification  as  auxiliary  State 
forest  lands  have  also  been  somewhat 
more  explicitly  stated,  so  that  it  is 
now  plainly  shown  that,  in  addition 
to  filing  with  the  forest  commissioner 
a  description  of  the  land,  the  owner 
must  pay  back  taxes  from  the  date  of 
listing  the  auxiliary  State  forest  on 
the  full  value  of  all  timber  standing 
thereon  at  the  time  of  withdrawal, 
together  with  all  expenses  of  adminis- 
tration incurred  by  the  forest  com- 
missioner. 

MARYLAND 

ADMINISTRATION 

Reorganization  act  (L.  1922,  chap. 
29). — Constitutes  a  governing  body  of 
an  unnamed  and  undefined  department 
of  the  State  government,  composed  of 
the  regents  of  the  University  of  Mary- 
land and  the  State  board  of  agricul- 
ture, which  has  the  same  powers  and 
duties  as  the  constituent  bodies  had 
before  consolidation,  with  certain  ex- 
ceptions that  directly  apply  to  for- 
estry as  follows  : 
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State  board  of  forestry  abolished. — 
The  State  board  of  forestry  is  abol- 
ished, and  all  of  its  powers  and  duties 
are  transferred  to  the  regents  of  the 
University  of  Maryland. 

Department  of  forestry  and  ad- 
visory board  of  forestry. — There  is 
also  established  at  the  university  a 
department  of  forestry,  which  has  the 
advice  and  aid  of  an  advisory  board 
of  forestry,  consisting  of  five  mem- 
bers, namely,  the  president  of  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  the  State  geolo- 
gist,, and  three  persons  appointed  by 
the  governor  for  two-year  terms — two 
of  them  being  required  to  be  citizens 
of  the  State  known  to  be  interested  in 
the  advancement  of  forestry,  and  one 
a  practical  lumberman  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber  within  the 
State. 

State  fore  iter. — The  regents  of  the 
University  of  Maryland  are  em- 
powered to  appoint  as  State  forester 
a  technically  trained  forester  of  not 
less  than  two  years'  experience  in 
professional  forestry  work ;  who  is  the 
head  of  the  department  of  forestry 
and,  under  the  general  supervision  of 
the  regents  of  the  university,  has  di- 
rection of  all  forest  interests  and  all 
matters  pertaining  to  forestry  and 
State  forests.  The  compensation  of 
the  State  forester,  which  was  formerly 
fixed  by  the  State  board  of  forestry, 
is  by  this  act  required  to  be  "  such  as 
the  budget  provides  " ;  and,  while  his 
general  duties  remain  practically  the 
same  as  heretofore,  another  slight 
change  made  by  this  act  now  requires 
him  to  include  the  subject  of  agricul- 
ture, as  well  as  forestry,  in  his  course 
of  lectures  delivered  annually  at  the 
University  of  Maryland. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Lumbering;  portable  sawmills  (L. 
1922,  chap.  252). — Amends  chapter  48 
of  the  General  Laws,  1921,  by  adding 
thereto  a  new  section  (section  20A), 
which  forbids  anyone  to  engage  in 
any  lumbering  operations  that  involve 
the  cutting  of  more  than  10,000  feet, 
other  than  the  cutting  of  cordwood, 
unless  he  has  filed  with  the  State  for- 
ester a  statement  giving  the  location 
and  approximate  size  of  the  lot  of 
land  from  which  wood  is  to  be  cut, 
and  the  approximate  date  when  such 
operations  are  to  be  commenced ;  and 
by  also  requiring  that  anyone  intend- 
ing to  operate  a  portable  sawmill 
shall  notify  the  forester  of  the  place 
of  such  intended  operation,  and  shall 


clear  away  and  dispose  of  all  slash 
and  brush  within  75  feet  thereof; 
violation  of  any  of  these  provisions 
being  made  punishable  by  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  $5  nor  more  than  $100. 

Permit  for  setting  fires  in  the  open 
during  the  closed  season  (L.  1922, 
chap.  515). — Amends  section  13,  chap- 
ter 48,  General  Laws,  which  requires 
procurement  of  written  permission 
from  the  forest  warden  (or,  in  the 
case  of  cities  and  towns,  from  the 
chief  of  the  fire  departmnet,  or  the 
fire  commissioner  when  there  is  such 
an  official)  in  order  to  maintain  or 
increase  a  fire  in  the  open  air  outside 
of  the  metropolitan  fire-prevention  dis- 
trict. As  amended,  the  provisions  of 
the  section  are  now  expanded  to  in- 
clude the  following :  "  The  forester 
may  make  rules  and  regulations  re- 
lating to  the  granting  and  revocation 
of  such  permits  binding  throughout 
the  commonwealth  or  any  part  thereof, 
outside  of  the  metropolitan  fire-pre- 
vention district.  Such  rules  and  regu- 
lations shall  take  effect  subject  to  sec- 
tion thirty-seven  of  chapter  thirty, 
when  approved  by  the  governor  and 
council." 

Note. — The  citation,  "  section  thirty- 
seven  of  chapter  thirty  "  has  reference  to 
volume  1  of  the  General  Laws,  1921,  and 
the  section  indicated  concerns  the  due 
filing  of  attested  copies  of  such  rules  and 
regulations  with  the  State  secretary. 

Town  liability  (L.  1923,  chap. 
214). — Liberalizes  the  forest  fire  reim- 
bursement law  (sec.  24,  chap.  48,  Gen. 
Laws),  by  making  the  town  liability 
for  cost  of  extinguishing  forest  fires 
one-twentieth  of  1  per  cent  of  its  valu- 
ation instead  of  one-tenth  thereof,  as 
heretofore. 

Observation  towers  (L.  1923,  chap. 
28S). — Reenacts  the  previous  provi- 
sions (in  sec.  30,  chap.  132,  Gen.  Laws, 
as  amended  by  chap.  185,  L.  1922), 
which  authorized  the  commissioner  of 
conservation,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  advisory  council  of  the  depart- 
ment of  conservation,  to  acquire  and 
hold,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  or 
with  the  approval  of  the  governor  and 
said  council  to  take  through  condem- 
nation proceedings  (under  chap.  79, 
Gen.  Laws)  and  hold,  lands  needed 
for  the  erection  and  operation  of  for- 
est fire  observation  towers.  It  also 
provides  for  (a)  the  sale  or  exchange 
of  any  lands  so  acquired,  which  can 
no  longer  be  used  advantageously  for 
that  purpose;  and  (b)  the  granting 
of  certain  privileges  over  such  lands, 
in  the  way  of  rights  of  way  for  public 
highways,  and  locations  for  telephone, 
telegraph,   or  electric-light  or  power- 
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transmission  lines ;  such  sale,  ex- 
change, and  privileges  being  all  sub- 
ject to  the  same  conditions  as  are  pro- 
vided in  the  case  of  State  forest  lands. 
(For  such  conditions,  see  this  act,  un- 
der Public  forests — Sale  or  exchange 
of  State  forest  lands,  etc..  on  this  page.) 

PROTECTION  FROM  FOREST  INSECTS 
AND  DISEASES 

Gipsy  and  brown-tail  moths,  abate- 
ment;  reimbursement  by  State  of  cities 
and  towns  for  expenditures  (L.  1923, 
chaps.  311  and  472). — The  provisions 
in  section  14.  chapter  132,  General 
Laws,  concerning  the  reimbursement 
of  cities  and  towns  by  the  State  for 
moneys  expended  in  suppressing  the 
gipsy  and  the  brown-tail  moths  have 
been  so  revised  by  these  two  1923  acts 
as  to  effect  the  following  changes : 
(a)  The  itemized  accounts  and  vouch- 
ers of  the  cities  and  towns  must  now 
be  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
comptroller,  instead  of  the  State  au- 
ditor, as  previously;  (6)  no  money 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  State  treasury 
to  cities  or  towns  unless  the  expendi- 
ture has  been  duly  authorized  and 
approved  by  the  forester,  or  was  made 
prior  to  December  1.  1922;  and  (c) 
for  such  reimbursement  purposes  the 
valuation  of  a  city  or  town  is  defined 
to  mean  "  the  valuation  of  such  city 
or  town,  as  determined  by  the  last 
preceding  valuation  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  apportioning  the  State  tax." 
instead  of,  as  heretofore,  taking  for 
a  basis  the  valuation  of  the  previous 
year. 

This  same  definition  of  the  valua- 
tion of  a  city  or  town  is  made  ap- 
plicable in  connection  with  the  pro- 
visions contained  in  section  16  of  said 
chapter  132,  General  Laws,  concern- 
ing the  matter  of  action  to  be  taken 
when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  forester, 
any  city  or  town  is  not  expending  a 
sufficient  amount  for  the  abatement  of 
such  a  nuisance  or  is  not  conducting 
the  necessary  work  in  a  proper  man- 
ner. 

PUBLIC  FORESTS 

State  forests — Taxation  of  struc- 
tures thereon  (L.  1922,  chap.  216).— 
Further  amends  the  second  clause  of 
section  5,  chapter  59,  General  Laws, 
so  as  to  provied  that  structures  erect- 
ed on  land  in  State  forests  by  persons 
occupying  such  land  under  authority 
conferred  by  the  commissioner  of  con- 
servation shall  be  subject  to  taxation. 

Reimbursement  of  towns  for  loss  of 
taxes    (L.    1922.    chap.    54). — Amends 


section  17,  chapter  58,  General  Laws 
(concerning  reimbursement  by  the 
State  of  towns  in  which  there  are 
State  forests,  for  loss  of  taxes  there- 
on), by  changing  the  time  limit  fixed 
for  making  such  reimbursements  each 
year  to  "  not  later  than  November 
twentieth." 

Sale  or  exchange  of  State  forest 
lands;  grants  of  rights  of  way,  and 
locations  over  the  same  (L.  1923,  chap. 
288). — Reenacts  the  general  authority 
heretofore  given  the  commissioner  of 
conservation  (in  sec.  30,  chap.  132 
Gen.  Laws,  as  amended  by  chap.  185, 
L.  1922),  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  advisory  council  of  the  depart- 
ment of  conservation,  to  acquire  and 
hold,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  or 
with  the  approval  of  the  governor  and 
said  council  to  take  for  State  forest 
purposes  through  condemnation  pro- 
ceedings (under  chap.  79,  Gen.  Laws), 
any  woodland  or  land  suitable  for 
timber  cultivation.  In  regard  to  the 
further  provision  in  said  section  which 
permitted  the  commissioner,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  said  council, 
after  a  public  hearing,  to  sell  or  ex- 
change any  land  so  acquired  that  can 
no  longer  be  used  advantageously  for 
such  purposes,  this  new  act  adds  a 
new  section  (34A)  to  chapter  132, 
General  Laws,  which  now  requires  in 
such  sale  or  exchange  of  lands  the 
approval  of  the  governor,  in  addition 
to  that  of  the  council.  Certain  addi- 
tional provisions  are  also  made  in  this 
new  section  (34A),  as  follows:  The 
commissioner  is  permitted,  subject  to 
like  approval,  to  grant  rights  of  way 
for  public  highways  over  any  such 
lands,  if  in  his  judgment  such  grant 
is  advantageous  to  the  State ;  he  may 
also  grant,  over  or  across  any  of  the 
lands,  such  locations  as  shall  have 
been  found  by  the  department  of  pub- 
lic utilities,  after  public  hearing,  to 
be  required  by  public  necessity  or 
convenience  for  telephone,  telegraph. 
or  electric-light  or  power-transmission 
lines,  and  which  in  the  commissioner's 
judgment  are  necessary  and  will 
serve  the  interests  of  the  public :  and 
specific  authority  is  given  him  to  exe- 
cute such  deeds  of  conveyance  or  other 
papers  as  may  be  needed  in  all  such 
cases  of  sales,  exchange,  or  grants. 
It  is  also  provided  that,  upon  request 
of  the  commissioner,  and  after  public 
hearing,  the  department  of  public 
utilities  may.  in  the  interest  of  the 
public,  alter  or  revoke  by  order  any 
such  location,  right  of  appeal  to  the 
governor  and  council  being  reserved 
to    the    grantor    or    other    interested 
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party.  Mohawk  Trail  State  Forest. — 
The  rights  and  privileges  so  granted  in 
the  new  section  added  to  the  General 
Laws  (sec.  34  A)  are  specifically 
stated  to  apply  to  the  Mohawk  Trail 
State  Forest  (established  by  chap. 
344,  L.  1921). 

Additional  lands  for  State  forests 
(L.  1923,  chap.  288).— Also  expands 
the  previous  provisions  (in  sec.  33, 
chap.  132,  Gen.  Laws)  which  specific- 
ally authorized  acquirement  for  State 
forest  purposes,  prior  to  August  5, 
1935,  of  not  more  than  100,000  acres 
of  land,  in  addition  to  those  secured 
under  the  general  authority  for  the 
acquirement  of  lands  for  such  pur- 
poses. As  so  expanded,  these  pro- 
visions now  require  that  the  taking  of 
such  lands  through  condemnation  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  with  the  approval  of 
the  governor  and  council,  and  under 
chapter  79  of  the  General  Laws.  The 
act  also  provides  for  (a)  the  sale  or 
exchange  of  such  of  the  lands  as  can 
no  longer  be  used  advantageously  for 
the  purpose  for  which  acquired,  and 
for  (6)  the  granting  of  certain  priv- 
ileges over  such  lands  in  the  way  of 
rights  of  way  for  public  highways  and 
locations  for  telephone,  telegraph,  or 
electric-light  or  power-transmission 
lines ;  such  sale,  exchange,  and  priv- 
ileges being  all  subject  to  the  same 
conditions  as  are  provided  in  the  case 
of  State  forest  lands.  (For  such  con- 
ditions, see  this  act,  immediately 
above.) 

Lands  acquired  for  experiments  in 
forest  management  (L.  1923,  chap. 
288). — Also  expands  the  previous  pro- 
visions (in  sec.  10,  chap.  132,  Gen. 
Laws)  permitting  the  commissioner, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
governor  and  council,  to  expend,  an- 
nually, amounts  appropriated  for  pur- 
chase of  lands  for  experiment  and  il- 
lustration in  forest  management  and 
for  reforestation.  As  thus  expanded, 
the  act  now  provides  for  (a)  the  sale 
or  exchange  of  any  of  the  lands  so 
acquired  which  can  no  longer  be  used 
advantageously  for  the  purposes  for 
which  secured;  and  for  (&)  the  grant- 
ing of  certain  privileges  over  such 
lands,  in  the  way  of  rights  of  way  for 
public  highways,  and  locations  for 
telephone,  telegraph,  or  electric-light 
or  power-transmission  lines  ;  such  sale, 
exchange,  and  privileges  being  all  sub- 
ject to  the  same  conditions  as  are 
provided  in  the  case  of  State  forest 
lands  (see  this  act,  above,  under  the 
caption,  "  Sale  or  exchange  of  State 
forest  lands — Grants  of  rights  of  way 
and  locations  over  the  same " ) ,  with 
the  exception  that,   as  regards  these 


additional  lands,  it  is  especially  pro- 
vided that  no  sale  or  exchange  of  the 
lands  or  interest  therein,  or  right  of 
way,  or  location  over  or  across  the 
lands  shall  be  made  prior  to  the  ex- 
piration of  the  option  of  repurchase 
given  in  said  section  10,  chapter  132, 
General  Laws,  unless  the  holder  of 
the  option  joins  in  the  sale,  or  ex- 
change, or  grant. 

TAXATION  (L.  1922,  chap.  360) 


Amends  the  General  Laws  by  strik- 
ing out  chapter  61,  concerning  taxa- 
tion of  forest  lands,  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  an  act  containing  provi- 
sions to  the  following  effect: 

Classification  as  forest  lands. — As  to 
value  of  the  tract  as  a  whole,  the  land, 
including  the  growth  thereon,  can  not 
exceed  $25  an  acre  as  shown  by  the 
town  tax  list  of  the  preceding  year; 
and  as  to  quantity  of  growth,  no  more, 
in  the  aggregate,  than  20  cords  per 
acre  is  allowable  at  the  outset,  al- 
though the  growth  must  promise  to 
yield  ultimately,  in  the  aggregate,  no 
less  than  20,000  board  feet  of  soft- 
woods, or  8,000  board  feet  of  hard- 
woods, or  a  proportionate  quantity  of 
the  two,  in  mixture,  per  acre.  A  maxi- 
mum limit  is  also  placed  upon  the 
amount  of  forest  growth  that  may 
ultimately  be  attained  if  the  land  is 
to  remain  classified,  which  maximum, 
taking  the  tract  as  a  whole,  is  25,000 
board  feet  of  softwoods  or  10,000 
board  feet  of  hardwoods,  or  a  propor- 
tionate quantity  of  the  two,  in  mix- 
ture, on  the  average  per  acre.  When 
such  maximum  is  attained,  the  owner 
is  notified  by  the  assessors  that  he  is 
given,  during  a  two-year  period,  the 
option  of  reducing  the  aggregate  of 
his  forest  growth  below  such  maxi- 
mum (other  conditions  for  classifica- 
tion being  also  complied  with),  or  of 
keeping  his  growth  intact,  paying  the 
yield  tax  thereon  as  though  it  were 
cut  off,  and  having  his  land  eliminated 
from  classification. 

Application  for  classification. — May 
be  made  by  the  owner  of  any  such  land 
to  the  town  assessors;  who  must  ex- 
amine it  as  a  basis  for  issuing  a  cer- 
tificate of  classification,  and  deter- 
mining its  bare-land  value. 

Tax  upon  the  land  alone. — A  tax  is 
levied,  annually,  upon  the  land,  based 
upon  such  a  valuation  as  the  assessor 
considers  appropriate,  provided  it  does 
not  include  the  trees. 

Tax  upon  the  timber. — A  forest 
products  tax  is  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
6  per  cent  on  the  stumpage  value  of 
all  wood  or  timber  cut  from  the  land, 
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the  owner  being  required  to  make 
sworn  returns  to  the  assessors,  yearly, 
as  to  the  amount  cut ;  and  the  tax  is 
collected  by  the  town,  which  is  re- 
quired to  pay  one-tenth  thereof  to  the 
State  treasurer.  It  is  also  provided 
that  wood  for  the  use  of  the  owner  or 
a  tenant  may  be  taken  free  of  tax  to 
the  extent  of  $25  stumpage  value  in 
any  one  year. 

Withdrawal  of  land  from  classifica- 
tion.— Becomes  effective  under  the  fol- 
lowing circumstances:  (1)  Upon  the 
request  of  the  owner  at  any  time;  (2) 
upon  his  neglect  to  act  within  the 
above-mentioned  two-year  period  by 
failing  to  cut  his  growth ;  in  both  in- 
stances payment  must  be  made  of  the 
forest  products  tax  of  6  per  cent  on 
the  value  of  the  standing  timber,  as 
estimated  by  the  assessors;  (3)  When- 
ever, in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors, 
classified  forest  land  becomes  more  val- 
uable for  other  use  than  the  produc- 
tion of  trees,  they  may,  after  30  days' 
notice,  withdraw  the  land  from  classi- 
fication, and  any  taxes  due  thereon 
shall  be  paid  at  the  time  of  with- 
drawal ;  provided  that  the  owner  may 
appeal  from  such  withdrawal  to  the 
commissioner  of  corporations  and  taxa- 
tion, whose  decision  shall  be  final ; 
(4)  if,  after  five  years  from  the  time 
of  cutting,  the  growing  stock  on  the 
tract  does  not  meet  the  requirements 
for  classification,  and  also  whenever, 
in  any  other  respect,  the  owner  fails 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
this  act,  the  land  may  be  withdrawn 
from  classification  by  the  assessors,  in 
accordance  with  procedure  as  indi- 
cated above  ;  due  record  of  withdrawal 
is  required  to  be  made,  in  the  proper 
registry  of  deeds,  by  the  assessors,  in 
the  form  of  a  certificate,  bearing  due 
reference  to  the  certificate  of  classifi- 
cation of  the  land. 

Appeal  to  State  forester. — May  be 
made,  by  either  party,  in  case  of  dis- 
pute as  to  the  eligibility  of  land  for 
classification,  or  as  to  the  volume  of 
wood  or  timber  contained  on  such  land 
or  cut  therefrom ;  the  decision  by  the 
forester,  based  upon  due  investiga- 
tion, to  be  final. 

Penalty. — Failure  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  this  act  subjects 
the  owner  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
$10  nor  more  than  $500,  in  addition 
to  the  land  becoming  subject  to  with- 
drawal from  classification  by  the 
assessors,  as  above  shown. 

Lands  and  timber  classified,  under 
the  prior  legislation  contained  in  chap- 


ter 61,  General  Laws. — Continue  to  be 
subject  thereto,  notwithstanding  the 
passage  of  this  new  act. 

Miscellaneous  provisions.  —  Certain 
other  general  provisions  are  added  as 
follows:  (1)  Buildings  or  other  struc- 
tures standing  on  classified  forest 
land  are  taxed  as  real  estate  with  the 
land  on  which  they  stand;  (2)  bet- 
terment and  other  special  assessments 
may  be  levied  upon  such  lands;  (3) 
trees  standing  thereon  are  excluded 
from  the  town  valuation  when  appor- 
tioning among  the  towns  the  State 
or  county  tax  under  the  general  tax 
law;  (4)  when  such  land  is  sold  or 
otherwise  changes  title,  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  act  devolve  upon  the  new 
holder  of  the  title. 

MICHIGAN 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

General  reorganization  provisions 
(L.  1923,  Act  No.  143).— The  State 
has  reorganized  the  form  of  its  forest 
fire  organization  and  revised  its 
former  provisions  concerning  the  pre- 
vention and  suppression  of  forest  fires 
by  repealing  the  act  which  provided 
for  a  protective  system  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  game,  fish,  and  forestry 
warden  (Act  249,  L.  1903,  as 
amended4),  and  enacting  in  place 
thereof  this  new  law,  which  applies 
throughout  the  entire  State.  Under 
this  act  the  general  charge  of  the  pre- 
vention and  suppression  of  fires  now 
rests  wtih  the  director  of  conserva- 
tion, who  is  required  to  appoint,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  conserva- 
tion commission,  a  chief  firewarden,  to 
whom  is  given  direct  supervision  over 
the  force  of  game,  fish,  and  forest 
wardens.  The  director  divides  the 
counties  of  the  State  into  districts  and 
appoints  for  each  a  deputy  game,  fish, 
and  forest  warden  and  such  other  as- 
sistant firewardens  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, and  has  general  charge  and  di- 
rection of  all  such  deputy  and  assistant 
wardens. 

In  accordance  with  this  general  lin- 
ing up  of  officials,  the  powers  and 
duties  imposed  by  the  earlier  act  for 
the  prevention  and  suppression  of  for- 
est fires  are,  in  the  main,  carried  over 
by  the  new  act  and  specifically  as- 
signed, in  due  order,  to  the  respective 
officers  of  the  present  organization. 
However,  the  former  provisions  con- 
stituting township  supervisors  ex 
officio    firewardens,    and    making    the 


*The  latest  amendment  to  Act  249,  L.  1903  (made  in  Act  33,  L.  1923).  repealed  the 
provisions  in  the  1903  act  which  restricted  its  operation  to  the  portion  of  the  State  lying 
north  of  the  north  line  of  township  20  north. 
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municipalities  responsible  for  one- 
fourth  of  the  cost  of  their  services, 
have  been  repealed.  By  a  further 
change  the  statutory  limit  heretofore 
placed  upon  the  salary  of  the  deputy 
game,  fish,  and  forest  wardens  is  like- 
wise omitted.  And  in  connection  with 
some  of  the  penalties  imposed  by  the 
former  act  the  present  act  povides  a 
minimum  as  well  as  a  maximum  fine, 
and  in  certain  other  cases  it  increases 
the  minimum  previously  imposed. 

MISCELLANEOUS  PROVISIONS 

Consent  to  acquisition  of  lands  by 
United  States  for  national  forests 
(L.  1923,  Act  No.  312).— The  United 
States  is  empowered  by  this  act  to 
acquire  lands  in  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan, by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for 
national  forest  purposes. 

MINNESOTA 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Provision  for  aviation  fields  for  fire- 
patrol  work  (L.  1923,  chap.  34). — 
Counties  in  the  State  which  contain 
timberlands,  cut-over  lands,  or  lands 
liable  to  be  overrun  by  fire,  and  which 
have  an  area  of  more  than  5,000 
square  miles  and  a  population  of  over 
200,000,  are  authorized  to  construct 
aviation  fields  for  fire-patrol  work ; 
and  for  that  purpose  may  issue  bonds 
and  use  the  proceeds  to  acquire  the 
necessary  lands,  or  may  exercise  the 
right  of  eminent  domain,  or  use  lands 
belonging  to  the  counties. 

Fire-protection  provisions  in  drain- 
age and  conservancy  act  (L.  1923, 
chap.  308). — By  the  insertion  of  fire- 
protection  provisions  in  the  drainage 
and  conservancy  act  that  law  is  now 
tied  up  to  the  general  forest-fire  pro- 
tection of  the  State. 

Proposed  amendment  to  State  con- 
stitution to  facilitate  prevention  and 
control  of  forest  fires  (L.  1923,  chap. 
451). — Proposed  an  amendement  to 
the  State  constitution,  to  be  voted  on 
at  the  next  general  election ;  which 
amendment  permitted  the  State  and 
its  political  subdivisions,  when  au- 
thorized by  the  legislature,  to  contract 
debts  and  pledge  the  public  credit  for 
and  engage  in  any  work  reasonably 
tending  to  prevent  or  abate  forest 
fires,  including  the  compulsory  clear- 
ing and  improvement  of  wild  lands 
( whether  publicly  or  privately  owned ) , 
and  also  provided  for  the  assessment 
against  such  land  of  the  value  of  all 


benefits  so  conferred  and  the  payment 
of  damages  so  sustained  in  excess  of 
such  benefits.5 

PUBLIC  FORESTS 

Withdrawal  from  sale  of  certain 
State  lands  and  timber  thereon  (L. 
1923,  Joint  Res.  No.  12).— The  action 
taken  by  the  State  aduitor  in  with- 
drawing from  sale,  by  virtue  of  his 
power  to  prescribe  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  ex  officio  land  commissioner, 
all  State  lands  immediately  adjacent 
to  meandered  lakes,  with  the  live  tim- 
ber standing  thereon,  in  the  interest 
of  future  generations,  is  approved  and 
confirmed  by  a  joint  resolution ;  and  the 
auditor  is  thereby  also  specifically  di- 
rected to  take  such  action  as  regards 
all  State  lands  and  live  timber  thereon 
bordering  on  or  adjacent  to  meandered 
lakes  and  other  public  water  courses 
and  waters. 

TAXATION 

Proposed  amendment  to  State  con- 
stitution (L.  1923,  chap.  450). — A  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  State  consti- 
tution, to  be  submitted  to  the  people 
for  a  referendum  vote  at  the  1924 
election,  authorized  the  enactment  of 
laws  for  the  encouragement  and  pro- 
motion of  forestation  and  reforesta- 
tion of  lands  in  the  State,  whether 
owned  by  private  persons  or  by  the 
public,  including  "  irrepealable  pro- 
visions for  definite  and  limited  taxa- 
tion of  such  lands  during  a  term  of 
years,  and  for  a  yield  tax  at  or  after 
the  end  of  such  term,  upon  the  timber 
and  other  forest  products  so  grown."  e 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

ADMINISTRATION 

State  forest  nursery  (L.  1923,  chap. 
146,  Joint  Res.). — Appropriates  and 
makes  available  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1924,  the  sum  of  $3,000 
to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a 
water  supply  and  storage  reservoir, 
and  for  improvement  of  land  at  the 
State  forest  nursery ;  the  amount  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  forestry  commission. 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Closed  season  for  hunters,  fishermen, 
and  others  during  drought  (L.  1923, 
chap.  39). — In  times  of  protracted 
drought,  requiring  extraordinary  pre- 
cautions to  prevent   starting  fires  in 


5  This  act  was  ratified  by  the  people  at  the  election  in  November,  1924. 

6  The  vote  upon  this  proposed  amendment,  at  the  1924  election,  failed  to  ratify  it. 
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woodlands,  the  governor  and  council, 
upon  the  joint  recommendation  of  the 
fish  and  game  commissioner  and  the 
State  forester,  are  authorized  by  this 
act  to  declare  by  proclamation  any  or 
all  sections  of  the  woodlands  of  the 
State  closed  to  hunters,  fishermen,  and 
such  other  persons  as  may  be  deemed 
advisable,  and  for  such  time  as  may 
be  designated  therein.  The  act  makes 
violation  of  any  order  issued  there- 
under by  the  governor  and  council 
punishable  by  a  fine  of  $50  and  costs ; 
and  also  repeals  the  earlier  act  on  the 
subject  contained  in  chapter  59  of 
Laws  1909. 

TAXATION 

(L.  1923,  chap.  66 ) 

Provides  for  the  taxation  of  forest 
lands,  as  follows: 

Classification  as  forest  lands. — As 
to  the  value  of  the  tract,  as  a  whole, 
the  land,  including  the  young  growth 
thereon  (exclusive  of  fuel  wood),  can 
not  exceed  $25  an  acre,  on  the  average, 
as  shown  by  the  town  tax  list  of  the 
preceding  year ;  and  as  to  the  quan- 
tity of  growth,  the  land  must  be  so 
stocked  with  young  trees,  or  it  must 
be  in  anticipation  so  to  set  it  to  young 
trees,  that  the  growth  must  promise 
to  yield  ultimately,  in  the  aggregate. 
no  less  than  25.000  board  feet  of  mer- 
chantable timber  per  acre  (exclusive 
of  water,  bog,  or  ledge).  When  that 
amount  of  forest  growth  is  attained, 
the  owner  is  notified  by  the  assessors 
that  he  is  given,  during  a  two-year 
period,  the  option  of  reducing  the  ag- 
gregate of  his  forest  growth  below 
such  amount  (other  conditions  for 
classification  to  be  also  complied 
with),  or  of  keeping  his  growth  intact, 
paying  the  tax  thereon  as  though  the 
growth  were  cut  off,  and  having  his 
land  eliminated  from  classification. 

Application. — Application  for  classi- 
fication of  not  to  exceed  50  acres  of 
such  land  may  be  made  by  the  owner, 
during  the  month  of  March  of  any 
year,  to  the  city  or  town  assesors,  or 
to  the  tax  commission  for  land  in  un- 
incorporated places ;  and  the  tract 
must,  thereafter,  be  examined  by  the 
assessors,  as  a  basis  for  issuing  a  cer- 
tificate of  classification,  and  determin- 
ing its  bare  land  value. 

Tax  upon  the  land  alone. — A  tax  is 
levied  annually  upon  the  land,  based 
upon  such  a  valuation  as  the  assessor 
considers  appropriate,  provided  it  does 
not  include  the  trees. 

Tax  upon  the  timocr. — The  act  pro- 
vides for  what  might  be  regarded  as  a 
yield   tax   of  nominal  amount,   which 


is,  in  effect,  nothing  more  than  the  or- 
dinary general  property  tax  that  is 
paid  on  all  cut  timber,  regardless  of 
classification,  when  it  is  reduced  to 
the  status  of  personal  property,  by 
cutting.  The  owner  is  required  to 
make  sworn  returns  to  the  asso 
yearly,  as  to  the  amount  cut.  It  is 
also  provided  that  wood  for  the  use 
of  the  owner  or  a  tenant  may  be  taken 
free  of  tax  to  the  extent  of  $50 
stumpage  value  in  any  one  year. 

IVithdrawal  of  land  from  classificOr- 
tioH. — Becomes  effective  under  the  fol- 
lowing circumstances:  (1)  Upon  re- 
quest of  the  owner  at  any  time.  (2) 
Upon  his  neglecting  to  cut  his  growth 
within  the  above-mentioned  two-year 
period.  In  both  instances  payment 
must  be  made  of  both  the  land  tax 
and  the  tax  upon  the  standing  timber 
as  though  it  had  been  cut.  (3)  YVhen- 
ereti  in  the  judgment  of  the  assessors, 
such  classified  land  becomes  more  val- 
uable for  other  use  than  the  produc- 
tion or  trees,  they  may  after  30  days" 
notice  withdraw  it  from  classification, 
and  any  taxes  due  thereon  shall  be 
paid  at  the  time  of  withdrawal,  pro- 
vided that  the  owner  may  appeal  from 
such  withdrawal  to  the  State  forester, 
whose  decision  shall  be  final.  (4) 
Whenever  the  owner  is  convicted  of 
failure  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  this  act.  the  land  may  be 
withdrawn  from  classification  by  the 
assessors,  in  accordance  with  proced- 
ure as  indicated  above;  due  record  of 
withdrawal  being  required  to  be  made 
by  the  assessors  in  the  proper  registry 
of  deeds. 

Appeal  to  State  forester. — Appeal 
may  be  made  to  the  State  forester,  by 
either  party,  in  case  of  dispute  as  to 
the  eligibility  of  land  for  classification, 
or  as  to  the  volume  of  wood  or  timber 
contained  on  such  land  or  cut  there- 
from :  the  decision  by  the  forester. 
based  upon  due  investigation,  to  be 
final. 

Penalty. — Failure  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  this  act  subj.vt- 
the  owner  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
$lfl  nor  more  than  S200.  in  addition 
to  the  land  becoming  subject  to  with- 
drawal from  classification  by  the  as- 
l*s,  and  the  payment  of  all  tax 
-    as  above  shown. 

Certain  other  general  provisions  are 
added  which  require  as  follows  :  <  1  i 
Buildings  and  other  improvements  on, 
or  water  rights,  mining  right - 
other  land  values  attaching  to  such 
classified  lands  shall  be  taxed  as  real 
estate  with  the  land  on  which  they 
stand:  (2)  trees  standing  on  such 
lands  are  excluded  from  the  town  val- 
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uation  when  apportioning  among  the 
towns  the  State  and  county  tax  under 
the  general  tax  law;  (3)  when  such 
land  is  sold  or  otherwise  changes 
title,  the  obligations  of  the  act  devolve 
upon  the  new  holder  of  the  title. 

NEW  JERSEY 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Enlargement  of  forest  fire  service 
(L.  1922,  Joint  Res.  No.  4).— Approves 
enlargement  of  the  forest  fire  service 
as  proposed  by  the  department  of  con- 
servation and  development  and  in- 
dorsed, in  principle,  by  the  governor 
in  his  annual  message  to  the  legisla- 
ture; and,  with  a  view  to  making  the 
approval  effective,  authorizes,  for  the 
support  of  such  service,  whenever  the 
same  is  included  in  the  annual  ap- 
propriation bill,  an  annual  expendi- 
ture of  $56,400 ;  the  amount  so  au- 
thorized to  be  in  addition  to  the  sums 
recommended  in  the  current  annual 
budget  message,  and  to  be  expended 
as  follows:  (1)  For  lookout  towers, 
and  telephone  construction  to  furnish 
service  to  them,  and  for  other  perma- 
nent equipment,  the  sum  of  $20,400; 
and  (2)  for  the  employment  of  look- 
out watchmen  and  section  fire  chiefs 
and  all  operating  costs  of  the  en- 
larged service,  the  sum  of  $36,000. 

PUBLIC  FORESTS 

State  forests — Disposition  of  pro- 
ceeds (L.  1923,  chap.  55). — So  amends 
previous  legislation  as  to  provide  that 
the  proceeds  arising  from  sales  of  tim- 
ber on  State  forest  lands  or  from  the 
use  and  development  of  such  lands 
for  any  purpose  other  than  the  main- 
tenance of  forest,  shall  be  paid  into 
the  State  treasury  and  there  held  as 
a  special  fund,  subject  to  expenditure 
by  the  board  of  conservation  and  de- 
velopment. 

NEW  MEXICO 

ADMINISTRATION  AND  FIRE  PROTECTION 

Sales  of  timbered  lands  and  timber 
authorized  and  regulated;  protection 
of  such  lands;  regulation  of  grazing 
privileges  thereon  (L.  1923,  chap. 
101). — Repeals  the  former  provision 
(in  sec.  1,  chap.  84,  L.  1921)  directing 
the  commissioner  of  public  lands  to 
keep  the  State  timbered  and  cut-over 
lands  (except  juniper  and  pinyon 
woodlands  and  small  isolated  tracts) 
in  State  ownership ;  continues  the  au- 
thority previously  conferred  upon  the 
commissioner  of  public  lands  to  care 
for  the  timber  upon  the  State  lands, 


under  such  regulations  as  he  may  pre- 
scribe, which  regulations  are  required 
to  provide  for  the  practice  of  forestry 
according  to  standards  that  will  pro- 
tect the  timber  and  timber  products, 
and  the  watersheds  of  the  State ;  and 
authorizes  the  sale  of  timberlands 
and  timber  to  applicants  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  other  State 
lands  are  now  sold,  subject  to  certain 
further  conditions  as  follows: 

(1)  Minimum  price  of  lands. — The 
minimum  price  for  such  lands  exclu- 
sive of  the  timber  products  is  placed 
at  $5  per  acre  east  of  the  range  line 
between  ranges  18  and  19  east  and  at 
$3  per  acre  west  of  that  line. 

(2)  Limitation  of  amount. — The 
amount  that  may  be  sold  to  any  one 
person  is  limited  to  five  sections. 

(3)  Affidavit  of  purchaser  re- 
quired.— Contracts  of  sale  are  based 
upon  affidavit  of  the  purchaser  that 
the  purchase  is  made  in  good  faith 
for  his  own  use  solely,  false  swearing 
being  made  perjury  and  punishable  as 
such,  and  the  contract  or  deed  ren- 
dered void  thereby. 

(4)  Deferred  payments,  conditioned 
upon  cooperation  in  fire  suppression, 
etc.;  penalties. — Upon  the  tracts  so 
sold  payment  for  the  timber  may  be 
deferred,  without  interest,  by  the  com- 
missioner of  public  lands  for  a  period 
of  not  to  exceed  three  years,  condi- 
tioned upon  the  purchaser's  obligating 
himself  to  assist  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  in  the  suppression  of  forest 
fires  in  the  community  in  which  the 
land  is  located,  and  to  comply  with 
whatever  rules  and  regulations  the 
commissioner  may  adopt  with  refer- 
ence to  the  timbered  lands  of  the 
State;  and  should  he  fail  to  comply 
therewith  the  commissioner  is  empow- 
ered to  declare  his  contract  to  pur- 
chase forfeited,  in  which  event  all 
moneys  paid  thereon  become  forfeited 
to  the  State,  and  the  title  to  any  tim- 
ber sold  on  the  tracts  vests  and  re- 
mains in  the  State  until  the  same  is: 
paid  for. 

(5)  Payments  in  advance  of  cut- 
ting.— No  timber  may  be  cut  by  such 
purchaser  or  his  assigns  until  the 
money  therefor  has  been  paid  to  the 
commissioner. 

(6)  Free  use  of  pinyon  and  juni- 
per.— Purchasers  of  timbered  lands 
are  allowed  free  use  of  sufficient  pin- 
yon and  juniper  for  their  own  use  only. 

(7)  Conservation  of  young  timber; 
use  of  agricultural  lands. — Sales  of 
lands  under  this  act  must  carry  a 
proviso  that  the  purchaser  will  encour- 
age, protect,  and  conserve  the  grow- 
ing of  young  timber  and  timber  prod- 
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ucts  thereon  ;  with  the  exception  that 
such  portions  as  may  be  best  adapted 
to  agricultural  purposes  may  be  used 
therefor. 

(8)  Reservation  of  roadway. — An 
adequate  roadway  for  all  purposes 
must  be  reserved  over  all  said  tim- 
bered and  other  mountain  lands  sold 
by  the  State,  to  serve  as  a  sufficient 
outlet  to  other  State  lands. 

(9;  Grazing  leases;  conditions.- — 
All  purchasers  of  timbered  lands  under 
this  act  are  privileged  to  lease  addi- 
tional State  timbered  lands  for  graz- 
ing purposes ;  but  in  such  event  the 
granting  of  the  lease  must  be  condi- 
tioned upon  the  lessee's  compliance 
with  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted 
by  the  commissioner  for  the  general 
protection  of  timber  and  timber  prod- 
ucts on  the  leased  tract  or  other  State 
timbered  lands  adjacent  thereto. 

NEW  YORK 

ADMINISTRATION 

State  forest  nursery  (L.  1923,  chap. 
297). — Legalizes  and  confirms  the  acts 
and  proceedings  of  the  forest,  fish,  and 
game  commission  in  acquiring  certain 
lands  in  Cattaraugus  County  for  for- 
est nursery  purposes,  and  authorizes 
the  conservation  commission  to  oc- 
cupy, use.  and  lease  the  same. 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Cooperation  with  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  (L.  1922, 
chap.  42). — For  the  purpose  of  better 
protecting  the  forests  of  the  State 
from  fire  the  conservation  commission 
is  authorized  to  enter  into  coopera- 
tive agreements  with  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  the 
State  treasurer  being  made  custodian 
of  all  moneys  received  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government  under  such  agree- 
ments, with  authority  to  check  out  the 
same  upon  order  of  the  commission. 

Fires  in  towns  adjacent  to  fire 
towns  (L.  1922,  chap.  35). — In  order 
to  give  further  protection  to  the  for- 
ests in  the  fire  towns,  authority  is  also 
granted  the  commission  to  take  steps, 
whenever  it  deems  it  necessary,  to 
extinguish  fires  actually  burning  in 
any  town  adjacent  to  a  fire  town. 

Payment  of  fire  bills  in  all  towns 
in  which  they  arc  incurred  by  com- 
mission (L.  1922,  chap.  35:  L.  1923. 
chap.  38,  sees.  4,  5). — Concerning  the 
payment  of  fire  bills,  the  former  re- 
quirement that  salaries  and  other  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  commission 
and  its  employees  in  protecting  the 
forests    from    fire    in    the    fire    towns 


should  be  paid  by  the  State  is  now 
extended  to  apply  in  the  case  of  all 
towns  in  which  such  expenses  are  so 
incurred ;  and  in  like  manner  the 
former  requirement  that  fire  towns 
should  reimburse  the  State  for  one- 
half  of  all  expenses  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  salaries  and  expenses  of  regu- 
lar employees)  resulting  from  ex- 
tinguishing fires  actually  burning,  is 
now  extended  to  apply  to  all  towns 
in  which  such  expenses  are  so  in- 
curred. 

Employment  of  forest  rangers  no 
longer  limited  to  fire  towns  (L.  1923, 
chap.  38,  sec.  1). — In  respect  to  the 
matter  of  employing  necessary  forest 
rangers,  the  limitation  which  has  here- 
tofore confined  such  action  to  fire 
towns  has  also  been  removed. 

Fire  districts;  protective  system 
maintained  bu  State  (L.  1923.  chap. 
38,  sec.  2). — The  provision  heretofore 
made  for  maintaining  a  forest-fire  pro- 
tective system  in  portions  of  the  State 
other  than  fire  towns,  where  there  are 
contiguous  areas  of  forest  lands  ag- 
gregating 75.000  acres  or  upward  (des- 
ignated fire  districts),  has  been  so 
revised  as  to  divest  it  of  the  dual 
character  of  the  responsibility  recog- 
nized as  resting  upon  the  State  and 
the  respective  towns.  As  the  pro- 
vision now  stands,  it  is  altogether  con- 
cerned with  authorizing  the  conserva- 
tion commissioner  to  maintain  an  ap- 
proved fire  protective  system  in  such 
fire  districts.  And  in  consonance  with 
the  recognition  of  this  more  extended 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  State 
as  regards  those  regions,  such  fire  dis- 
tricts (in  addition  to  the  fire  towns) 
are  now  excepted  from  the  provisions 
which  make  town  supervisors  superin- 
tendents of  fires  in  their  respective 
towns  (sees.  3  and  7)  ;  while  another 
provision  (sec.  6)  authorizes  payment 
by  the  commission  of  such  legitimate 
expenses  as  may  be  incurred  by  per- 
sons fighting  forest  fires  in  such  fire 
districts ;  and  certain  further  provi- 
sions (L.  1923,  chap.  36)  now  forbid, 
in  towns  included  in  such  districts 
(as  well  as  in  the  fire  towns)  :  (a) 
The  leaving  of  brush,  logs,  slash,  or 
other  inflammable  material,  resulting 
from  timber  operations,  on  land  with- 
in 25  feet  of  the  right  of  way  of  a 
railroad  or  within  20  feet  of  the  right 
of  way  of  a  public  highway:  ( b)  the 
depositing  of  brush  or  inilammable 
material  upon  the  right  of  way  of  a 
highway. 

Reduction  in  pay  of  fire  wardens 
and  foremen  at  fires,  and  of  fire-fight- 
ing laborers  (ii  1922,  chap.  157). — 
Changes  made  by  this  act  reduce  the 
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pay  of  both  fire  wardens  and  foremen 
at  fires  from  50  cents  to  not  more  than 
40  cents  per  hour  for  time  actually 
employed,  and  also  reduce  the  pay  of 
men  engaged  to  fight  fires  from  30 
cents  to  not  more  than  25  cents.7 

Construction  of  conning  towers  in 
towns  not  in  the  forest  preserve   (L. 

1922,  chap.  141). — Authorizes  the  con- 
struction of  conning  towers  by  the 
conservation  commission  for  fire-pro- 
tection purposes  in  towns  not  within 
the  forest  preserve,  whenever  a  town 
board,  upon  request  of  the  commission, 
appropriates  the  funds  therefor;  the 
whole  amount  of  which  must  be  voted 
at  one  meeting  of  the  board  and  may 
not  exceed  $500. 

Time  limit  for  top-lopping  evergreen 
trees   in   clearing   reservoir   sites    (L. 

1923,  chap.  257). — The  provision  re- 
stricting to  six  weeks  the  period  for 
which  an  extension  of  time  may  be 
granted  for  top-lopping  evergreen  trees 
felled  within  any  of  the  fire  towns  is 
modified  by  this  act  to  except  cases 
involving  operations  for  the  clearing 
of  reservoir  sites  as  allowed  under  the 
conservation  law. 

Compulsory  instruction  in  fire  pre- 
vention in  schools  (L.  1923,  chap. 
397). — Makes  courses  in  fire-preven- 
tion study  compulsory  in  all  public, 
private,  and  parochial  schools  in  the 
State. 

PROTECTION  FROM  FOREST  INSECTS 
AND  DISEASES 

Gipsy  moth  declared  a  public  nuis- 
ance; control  and  prevention  of  spread 
thereof  (L.  1923,  chap.  54  [Conserv. 
L.,  sec.  57&].) — Declares  the  gipsy 
moth,  its  pupae,  eggs,  and  caterpillars 
a  public  nuisance;  and  for  purposes 
of  control  and  preventing  its  spread 
the  conservation  commission  is  given 
the  following  powers  and  duties:  (a) 
May  make  rules  and  regulations  gov- 
erning operations  designed  to  accom- 
plish those  purposes,  the  same  to  be- 
come effective  in  any  county  10  days 
after  the  filing  of  a  certified  copy 
thereof  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
county.  (&)  May  enter  into  cooper- 
ative agreements  with  any  other  State, 
the  Federal  Government,  any  foreign 
government,  or  private  individuals,  in 
order  to  obtain  proper  working  agree- 
ments, (c)  May  accept  and  expend 
gifts  of  money  for  control  and  pre- 
vention work,  (d)  May  conduct  ne- 
cessary investigations  for  the  purpose 


of  discovering  better  methods  of  con- 
trol or  prevention  of  spread  either 
within  or  without  the  State ;  duly  au- 
thorized agents  of  the  commission  be- 
ing empowered  to  enter  upon  any 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
whether  such  property  is  infested  with 
the  gipsy  moth;  and  if  so,  the  extent 
of  such  infestation,  (e)  May  estab- 
lish, by  order  (a  duly  certified  copy 
being  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  each  county  affected  thereby), 
quarantine  districts  in  any  part  of 
the  State,  and  prohibit  the  movement 
of  materials  which  may  be  harboring 
the  gipsy  moth  in  any  of  its  different 
forms,  and  give  due  notice  of  such 
action;  the  order  to  become  effective 
on  the  tenth  day  from  date  of  filing. 
(/)  May,  in  its  discretion,  poison  for- 
est areas  in  or  near  infested  sections. 
(g)  May  establish  a  barrier  zone  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  the  spread 
of  the  pest,  and  in  so  doing  is  em- 
powered to  enter  upon  private  lands 
and  make  such  modifications  in  the 
composition  of  the  forest  growth  there- 
on as  may  be  necessary ;  authority  be- 
ing also  given  to  spray,  cut,  or  destroy 
trees  or  other  vegetation  therein,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  commission ; 
with  the  right  secured  in  the  owner 
to  just  compensation  for  any  damage 
suffered  thereby.  (7i)  Is  empowered 
to  appraise  all  damage  done  upon 
lands  in  private  ownership  in  estab- 
lishing and  maintaining  such  barrier 
zones ;  the  owner  having  right  of  ap- 
peal therefrom  to  the  court  of  claims, 
in  case  of  dissatisfaction  with  the 
amount  of  damages  so  fixed,  (i)  Is 
authorized  to  incur  expense  in  con- 
nection with  the  training  of  men  at 
points  outside  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  when  necessary. 

It  is  further  provided  that  no  agent 
of  the  commission  shall  be  liable  to 
action  for  trespass  on  account  of  entry 
on  private  lands  in  the  exercise  of 
any  of  the  above-mentioned  powers ; 
and  also  that  no  person  shall  willfully 
resist  or  obstruct  the  work  of  any 
duly  employed  agent  of  the  commis- 
sion engaged  in  the  suppression  of  the 
gipsy  moth. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  the  sum  of  $150,000.  or 
such  portion  thereof  as  may  be  need- 
ed, is  appropriated  for  personal  serv- 
ice or  other  expenses,  including  the 
payment  of  damage  claims  on  ap- 
proval by  the  commission :  with  the 
proviso  that  no  portion  of  the  amount 


7  An  act  subsequently  passed  (see  L.  1924,  chap.  511)  provides  that  the  fire  wardens- 
may  also  be  paid  a  fee  for  each  forest-fire  report  submitted  by  them  :  the  fee  to  be  fixed 
by  the  commission. 
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shall    be    available    tor    payment    for 

personal  service,  except  temporary 
service  or  day  labor,  until  a  schedule 
of  positions  and  salaries  shall  have 
been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the 
governor,  the  chairman  of  the  senate 
finance  committee,  and  the  chairman 
of  the  assembly  ways  and  means  com- 
mittee, and  a  certificate  of  such  ap- 
proval shall  have  been  filed  with  the 
comptroller.  It  is  also  required  that 
the  moneys  so  appropriated  shall  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
conservation  commissioner,  and  shall 
be  paid  out  of  the  State  treasury  upon 
the  warrant  of  the  comptroller  upon 
the  certificate  of  the  commissioner. 

PUBLIC  FORESTS 

State  forests. — Appropriation  of  $2,- 
500,000  from  sales  of  bonds  for  ac- 
quirement of  lands  for  State  park  pur- 
poses (L.  1922,  chap.  53).— An  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $2,500,000  is 
made  out  of  moneys  realized  from  the 
sale  of  bonds,  authorized  by  the  1916 
bond  issue  act  and  subsequent  acts, 
for  the  acquisition  of  lands  for  State 
park  purposes  within  the  forest  pre- 
serve counties,  which  lands,  if  they 
had  been  owned  by  the  State  on  the 
7th  day  of  November,  1916,  would 
under  the  existing  law  be  part  of  the 
forest  preserve. 

Elimination  of  claims  adverse  to  the 
State's  claim  of  title  (L.  1922,  chap. 
648).— With  a  view  to  avoiding  liti- 
gation, in  cases  in  which  the  State 
has  a  tax  deed  to  any  lands  within 
said  parks  or  adjacent  thereto,  upon 
which  any  adverse  claim  of  title  rests, 
the  conservation  commission,  with  the 
consent  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
land  office  and  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  governor  and  the  attorney  gen- 
eral, is  authorized  to  acquire  by  pur- 
chase, under  the  provisions  of  the 
said  bond  issue  acts,  a  deed  or  con- 
veyance of  the  lands  from  the  adverse 
claimant,  upon  such  terms  as  will 
properly  conserve  the  interests  of  the 
State. 

Appropriations  from  forest  preserve 
debt  sinking  funds  for  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  State  debt  (L.  1923, 
chap.  156). — Appropriates  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  the  State  debt, 
as  the  same  shall  become  due  during 
the  fiscal  year  beginning  on  July  1, 
1923,  the  following  amounts  from  the 
forest  preserve  debt  sinking  funds : 
Fund  1.  $100,000  for  interest  on 
$2,500,000  50-year  4  per  centum  bonds 


for  the  State  forest  preserve ;  and 
fund  2,  $240,000  for  interest  on 
$4,800,000  5  per  centum  serial  bonds 
for  the  State  forest  preserve. 

Creation  of  a  capital  revolving  fund 
for  acquisition  of  lands  to  extend 
S1at<>  park*,  and  for  development  of 
such  parks  (L.  1023,  chap.  859. — 
Amends  the  public  lands  law  by  re- 
quiring that  all  moneys  received  from 
the  sale  of  unappropriated  State 
lands 8  shall  be  turned  over  to  the  con- 
servation commissioner,  who  shall 
maintain  the  same  as  a  capital  re- 
volving fund,  to  be  used,  as  the  leg- 
islature may  direct,  for  the  acquisition 
of  lands  to  extend  State  parks,  and 
for  the  development  and  improvement 
thereof. 

Removal  of  any  tree  or  trees  from 
forest  preserve  prohibited  (L.  1923, 
chap.  109). — The  provision  which 
heretofore  prohibited  the  cutting  or 
causing  the  cutting  of  any  tree,  or 
trees,  upon  the  forest  preserve,  under 
penalty  of  $10  per  tree,  or  treble  dam- 
ages, or  both,  is  now  expanded  to  in- 
clude also  the  removal  or  causing  the 
removal  of  any  tree,  or  trees,  there- 
from. 

Cuba  reservation;  sanitation  thereof 
(L.  1922,  chap.  82). — The  powers  given 
the  conservation  commission  in  regard 
to  the  Cuba  Reservation  are  extended 
to  authorize  the  commission  to  ar- 
range for  sanitation  thereof  and  pro- 
vide for  removal  of  waste  matter 
therefrom,  and  to  charge  lessees  of 
lots  for  the  costs  incurred,  the  money 
so  collected  being  made  available  for 
those  purposes. 

Municipal  forests;  transfer  of  un- 
appropriated State  lands  to  cities, 
villages,  towns,  or  counties  for  re- 
forestation purposes  (L.  1923,  chap. 
230). — Provides  for  the  conveyance  to 
cities,  incorporated  villages,  towns,  or 
counties,  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
land  office,  after  due  investigation  and 
hearing  in  the  matter,  of  parcels  (or 
parts  thereof)  of  unappropriated 
State  lands,  the  consideration  being 
SI  paid  to  the  State,  upon  certifica- 
tion by  the  proper  municipal  officers 
that  the  tracts  are  useful  for  certain 
named  purposes,  including  the  purpose 
of  reforestation,  and  that  the  tracts 
will  be  properly  improved  and  main- 
tained therefor.  Provision  is  also 
made  for  revesting  title  in  the  State 
in  event  of  the  tracts  not  being  so 
improved  and  maintained. 

Plan  for  reforestation  of  icafershrd* 
of    city    of    Onconta     (L.    1923.    chap. 


8 The  law  in  addition  refers  to  receipt  of  money  "in  payment   on   bonds, 
term  is  meant,  in  effect,  payments  on  land  which  are  secured  by  bonds. 


by   which 
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316). — In  amending  the  charter  of  the 
city  of  Oneonta  (see  sec.  138&),  au- 
thorizes the  preparation,  by  the 
board  of  water  commissioners,  and 
adoption  under  approval  of  the  com- 
mon council,  of  a  comprehensive  plan 
for  the  reforestation  of  the  water- 
sheds of  the  city's  water  system;  and 
directs  the  full  carrying  of  the  same 
into  effect. 

OHIO 

PUBLIC  FORESTS 

State  forest  paries;  acquirement  of 
lands  (L.  1923,  p.  145).— The  authority 
heretofore  granted  (in  sec.  1177-10a, 
Gen.  Code)  to  the  board  of  control 
of  the  agricultural  experiment  station 
to  acquire,  for  State  forest  purposes, 
forested  or  other  lands  suitable  for 
the  growth  of  forest  trees,  has  been 
enlarged  by  this  act  to  include  also 
the  acquirement,  through  purchase  or 
gift,  by  the  said  board,  of  areas  con- 
taining sites  of  scenic  value,  virgin 
woodlands,  or  areas  desirable  for 
recreation  or  reforestation  ;  such  lands 
to  be  known  as  State  forest  parks. 
In  the  purchase  of  such  lands  the 
board  is  not  restricted  to  $10  per 
acre,  as  in  the  case  of  State  forests; 
but  the  amount  paid  for  the  lands 
may  not  exceed  the  value  thereof  as 
determined  by  a  special  appraisal 
made  by  a  board  of  three  disinterested 
freeholders  having  a  knowledge  of 
land  values  in  the  vicinity,  appointed 
for  that  purpose  by  the  auditor  of 
state ;  nor  may  the  purchase  price 
of  the  lands  exceed  the  appropriation 
for  such  purpose. 

OREGON 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Logging  activities;  additional  pre- 
cautions (L.  1923.  chap.  84). — Pre- 
scribes the  following  additional  pre- 
cautionary measures  in  connection 
with  logging  activities : 

Donkey  engines  equipped  with  steam 
pumps. — During  the  season  of  fire  dan- 
ger all  donkey  engines  operated  within 
100  feet  of  inflammable  d§bris,  timber, 
or  brush-covered  land  are  required  to 
be  equipped  with  a  steam  pump  of 
sufficient  size  to  give  40  pounds  pres- 
sure on  200  feet  of  1-inch  hose,  and 
must  also  be  equipped  with  not  less 
than  100  feet  of  hose,  1  inch  or  more 
in  diameter,  kept  in  condition  for  ef- 
fective use  ;  with  the  proviso,  however, 
that  engines  when  operating  within 
150  feet  of  another  engine  which  is 
properly  equipped  with  pump  and  at 


least  200  feet  of  hose  shall  not  be  sub- 
ject to  such  requirement. 

Tools,  etc.,  for  fire  fighting. — Each 
side  of  a  logging  operation  is  now  re- 
quired to  maintain  at  or  near  roll  way 
a  tool  box  containing  at  all  times, 
from  May  1  to  October  1,  at  least  six 
shovels,  and  as  many  hazel  or  grub 
hoes,  and  six  water  buckets,  in  good 
condition  for   fire-fighting  purposes. 

Tank  car  for  instant  use. — When, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  State  board  of 
forestry,  a  logging  operation  is  of  suf- 
ficient size,  and  is  so  planned  and 
operated  as  to  justify  additional  fire 
protection,  the  owner  or  operator  of 
the  logging  railroad  shall,  upon  re- 
quest of  the  board,  provide  the  fol- 
lowing additional  protection :  A  tank 
car  of  not  less  than  5,000  gallons 
capacity,  properly  equipped  with  nec- 
essary pumps,  and  not  less  than  800 
feet  of  hose,  ready  for  instant  use  in 
suppressing  forest  fire. 

Snags  must  be  felled. — All  snags 
over  15  feet  in  height  and  within  100 
feet  of  a  donkey  engine  setting  must 
be  felled  before  an  engine  is  operated 
at  that  point. 

Area  around  engines  kept  moist; 
watchman  service. — It  is  made  unlaw- 
ful to  operate,  during  the  fire  season, 
any  stationary  steam  engine  in  or 
near  inflammable  forest  material,  tim- 
ber, or  brush-covered  areas  unless  the 
ground  and  d§bris  for  a  distance  of 
50  feet  around  the  engine  is  kept  suffi- 
ciently moist  to  prevent  the  starting 
of  fires,  and  every  operator  using 
steam  engines  must,  during  the  fire 
season,  provide  a  watchman  service  of 
not  less  than  one  man  to  each  side, 
who  must  be  continuously  on  duty  dur- 
ing noon  hours  and  for  at  least  two 
hours  after  ceasing  operations  at 
night. 

Fireproof  walls  to  inclose  refuse 
burnings;  exceptions.  —  Mills  and 
plants  that  operate  in  or  near  timber 
or  brush-covered  areas  and  burn  ref- 
use are  required  to  inclose  the  area 
where  the  refuse  is  to  be  burned  with 
a  fireproof  wall  at  least  16  feet  in 
height ;  such  mills  and  plants  as  have 
adequately  constructed  burners,  or 
whose  burners  are  not  so  located  as  to 
endanger  the  property  of  others,  are. 
however,  exempt  from  this  require- 
ment. 

Penalties. — Refusal  or  neglect  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act  is  punishable  with  a  fine  of  not 
Less  than  $25  nor  more  than  $100  for 
each  offense,  or  by  imprisonment  for 
not  less  than  10  days  nor  more  than 
three  months ;  and  persons,  firms,  or 
corporations   shall    be   enjoined   from 
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further  use  of  such  logging  equipment, 
mill,  or  plant  until  proper  equipment 
is  secured. 

Suspension  of  restrictions. — It  is 
further  provided  that  the  State  for- 
ester, with  the  consent  of  the  State 
board  of  forestry,  may  suspend  these 
restrictions  whenever,  in  his  judgment, 
safety  so  permits  or  requires. 

PROTECTION  FROM  FOREST  INSECTS 
AND  DISEASES 

Note. — No  new  legislation  of  this  na- 
ture was  enacted  in  Oregon  during  1922 
and  1923,  except  the  following  act,  which 
has  an  indirect  bearing  upon  forestry  ac- 
tivities :  Chapter  95,  Laws  1923,  declared 
the  cultivated  black  currant,  which  is  a 
most  dangerous  host  plant  of  the  white- 
pine  blister  rust,  to  be  a  public  nuisance, 
and  provided  for  its  eradication. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

ADMINISTRATION 

General  reorganization  (L.  1923, 
Act  No.  274,  known  as  the  Adminis- 
trative Code). — Reorganizes  and  pro- 
vides for  conducting  the  executive  and 
administrative  work  of  the  State  by 
the  executive  department,  the  newly 
created  executive  board,  various  ad- 
ministrative departments,  and  certain 
independent  administrative  boards 
and  commissions ;  in  connection  with 
a  number  of  departmental  adminis- 
trative bodies,  and  advisory  boards 
and  commissions,  which  are  placed 
within  the  administrative  depart- 
ments. In  accomplishing  this  reor- 
ganization, the  act  abolishes,  com- 
bines, and  otherwise  effects  changes 
in  respect  to  various  departments, 
boards,  commissions,  and  other 
agencies  and  offices  of  the  State ;  and 
in  doing  so  both  revises  and  repeals 
much  of  the  former  legislation  on  the 
subjects  involved.  All  existing  orders, 
rules,  and  regulations  made  by  any 
of  the  abolished  agencies  are  con- 
tinued, however,  in  force  and  effect 
until  revoked  or  modified  by  the 
agencies  which  succeed  to  the  powers 
and  duties  concerned.  And,  likewise, 
in  the  case  of  existing  contracts  and 
obligations,  they  remain  in  force  and 
effect;  and  are  performed  by  the  suc- 
cessors to  the  abolished  agencies. 

Department  of  forests  and  waters. — 
The  department  of  forestry  is  now 
known  as  the  department  of  forests 
and  waters,  its  executive  officer  being 
designated  secretary  of  forests  and 
waters  (formerly  commissioner  of 
forestry).  The  department  is  also  ex- 
panded to  include  certain  of  the  bodies 
classed    as    departmental    administra- 


tive boards  and  commissions  and  as 
advisory  commissions;  the  secretary 
of  forests  and  waters  being  made  a 
member  of  each  of  these  bodies,  and 
chairman  in  the  case  of  three  of 
them,  namely,  tbe  water  and  power 
resources  board  (heretofore  known  as 
the  water  supply  commission  of 
Pennsylvania),  the  geographic  board, 
and  the  State  forest  commission ;  he 
is  also  made  a  member  of  the  sani- 
tary water  board,  in  the  department 
of  health. 

The  secretary  of  forests  and  waters 
is  nominated  by  the  governor,  and 
appointed  by  him,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  sen- 
ate, for  a  term  of  four  years,  with  a 
salary  of  $8,000,  and  traveling  and 
other  necessary  expenses,  but  no  ad- 
ditional compensation  is  allowed  for 
services  rendered  the  State  in  any 
capacity.  He  is  given  general  power 
to  prescribe  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  department,  and,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  governor,  to  appoint  and 
fix  the  compensation  of  a  deputy  or 
such  number  of  deputies  as  the  execu- 
tive board  shall  approve,  which  depu- 
ties, in  his  absence,  are  authorized  to 
exercise,  within  certain  prescribed 
limitations,  the  powers  and  duties 
vested  in  him,  and  also,  at  any  time, 
such  other  powers  and  duties  as  he 
may  prescribe.  He  also  establishes, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  execu- 
tive board,  such  bureaus  and  divi- 
sions as  may  be  necessary  in  the  de- 
partment, and  appoints  and  fixes  the 
compensation  of  such  directors,  super- 
intendents, bureau  and  division  chiefs, 
and  other  general  personnel  and  em- 
ployees as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
work  of  the  department ;  and.  like- 
wise, appoints  and  fixes  the  compen- 
sation of  such  clerks,  stenographers, 
and  other  assistants  as  may  be  needed 
for  the  work  of  any  of  the  depart- 
mental administrative  boards,  com- 
missions, or  officers,  and  of  any  ad- 
visory board  or  commission  within 
the  department:  the  number  and 
compensation  of  all  employees  so  ap- 
pointed being  made  subject  to  ap- 
proval by  the  governor.  Further  pro- 
visions also  require  that  their  com- 
pensation shall  be  in  accordance  with 
standards  set  up  by  the  executive 
board,  and  forbid  extra  compensation 
to  employees  of  the  department  at  a 
fixed  compensation  unless  oxpressly 
authorized  by  that  board  in  advance. 
Traveling  and  other  necessary  ex- 
penses are,  however,  allowed  all  ad- 
ministrative officers  and  employees, 
upon  requisition  o(  the  secretary  of 
l'<>rest<   and    waters.      All    deputies,   di- 
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rectors,  superintendents,  bureau  or 
division  chiefs,  and  other  employees 
are  required  to  be  especially  qualified 
for  their  positions  by  both  training 
and  experience. 

As  reorganized,  the  general  scope  of 
the  powers  and  duties  of  the  depart- 
ment now  embraces  work  concerned 
with  the  following  subjects:  (1)  For- 
ests: Involving  the  powers  and  duties 
heretofore  vested  in  the  department  of 
forestry,  its  various  bureaus  and  offi- 
cers, and  the  State  Forest  Commission, 
as  modified  and  expanded  by  this  act. 
(2)  Waters:  Involving  the  study  and 
determination  of  a  public  policy  with 
regard  to  the  following  matters:  the 
conservation,  marketing,  and  equitable 
distribution  of  the  water  and  power 
to  be  derived  from  the  utilization  of 
the  water  resources  of  the  State;  the 
restoration,  development,  and  improve- 
ment of  transportation  by  water ;  the 
supply  of  water  and  power  for  mu- 
nicipal, domestic,  and  industrial  use ; 
and  the  conservation  of  water  re- 
sources by  the  aid  of  forestation.  And 
also  various  powers  and  duties  con- 
cerned with  certain  specific  activities, 
such  as  collecting  necessary  data  for 
such  work,  and  maintaining  a  com- 
plete inventory  of  the  water  resources 
of  the  State ;  taking  required  action  to 
insure  the  safety  of  dams  and  other 
water  obstructions ;  including  applying 
for  injunctions  to  enforce  compliance 
with  the  law  and  regulations ;  estab- 
lishing and  maintaining  gauging  sta- 
tions on  streams,  and  forecasting 
gauge  heights  and  times  thereof,  dur- 
ing freshet  and  flood  conditions ;  de- 
termination, with  the  approval  of  the 
water  and  power  resources  board,  of 
locations  for  storage  reservoirs  in  the 
interest  of  flood  control  for  municipal 
and  domestic  supply,  hydraulic  and 
hydroelectric  power,  steam  raising  and 
condensation,  navigation,  and  other 
utilization;  and,  generally,  the  devis- 
ing of  all  possible  ways  and  means  to 
conserve  and  develop  the  water  supply 
and  water  resources  of  the  State ;  and 
the  construction  and  operation  of  the 
works  necessary  for  water  storage, 
flood  control,  channel  improvement,  or 
other  Irydraulic  purposes.  (3)  Topo- 
graphic and  geological  survey:  In- 
volving the  organization  and  mainten- 
ance of  a  thorough  and  extended  topo- 
graphic and  geological  survey  of  the 
State,  in  cooperation  with  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  or  such  other 
national  organization  as  may  be  au- 
thorized to  engage  in  such  work ;  for 
which  purpose,  the  department  of  for- 
ests and  waters  is  empowered  to  exer- 
cise the  powers  and  perform  the  duties 


heretofore  imposed  upon  the  bureau  of 
topographic  and  geological  survey  in 
the  department  of  internal  affairs 
(which  bureau,  together  with  the  of- 
fice of  State  geologist,  is  abolished  by 
this  act).  (4)  Parks:  Involving  the 
supervision  and  administration  of  all 
State  parks,  except  the  Pennsylvania 
State  park  at  Erie,  the  Washington 
Crossing  park,  and  Valley  Forge  park, 
and  the  acquisition  of  additional  lands 
for  such  purposes.  (5)  Pennsylvania 
State  Forest  School:  Involving  opera- 
tion of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Forest 
School  at  Mont  Alto  (heretofore 
known  as  the  State  Forest  Academy). 
Departmental  administrative 
bodies. — The  members  and  officers  of 
all  departmental  administrative 
boards  and  commissions,  except  as 
otherwise  provided  in  this  act,  are 
nominated  by  the  governor,  and  ap- 
pointed by  him  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  senate, 
to  hold  office  for  four  years,  as  a  rule. 
The  secretary  of  forests  and  waters 
is  a  member  of  each  of  these  boards 
and  commissions,  and  in  the  cases  of 
the  water  and  power  resources  board 
and  the  geographic  board  is  chair- 
man thereof.  In  the  remaining  cases 
he  serves  only  ex  officio,  and,  in  con- 
sequence, although  privileged  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  deliberations  of  the 
bodies,  he  is  without  right  to  vote 
upon  matters  coming  before  them. 
He  is  empowered  to  appoint  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  the  clerks,  stenog- 
raphers, and  other  assistants  of  these 
various  bodies,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  governor.  The  several 
boards  and  commissions,  however, 
prescribe  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  management  of  their  respective 
bodies,  and  exercise  their  powers  for 
the  most  part  independently  of  the 
head  or  of  any  other  officers  of  the 
department;  but  in  all  matters  in- 
volving the  expenditure  of  money  they 
are  made  subject  and  responsible  to 
the  department.  Under  these  condi- 
tions they  now  function  as  follows : 
(1)  The  water  and  power  resources 
board:  Continues,  so  far  as  not  in- 
consistent with  provisions  in  this  act, 
to  exercise  the  powers  and  perform 
the  duties  heretofore  imposed  upon 
the  Water  Supply  Commission  of 
Pennsylvania  with  regard  to  the  fol- 
lowing matters:  (a)  Applications  for 
charters  for  corporations  for  the  sup- 
ply of  water  for  the  public,  or  for  the 
supply,  storage,  and  transportation  of 
water  and  water  power  for  commer- 
cial and  manufacturing  purposes,  or 
for  any  other  water  or  water  power 
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company.  (6;  Agreements  for  the 
merger  and  consolidation  of  such  cor- 
porations, (c)  The  sale  or  other  con- 
veyance of  the  franchises  and  prop- 
erty of  such  corporations  to  one  an- 
other, (d)  Consents  or  permits  for 
the  construction  or  alteration  of  dams 
and  other  water  obstructions ;  and 
for  changing  or  diminishing  the 
course,  current,  or  cross  section  of 
streams  or  other  bodies  of  water,  (e) 
Permits  for  the  condemnation  or  ap- 
propriation of  waters,  or  for  the  con- 
struction of  hydraulic  works.  (f) 
Applications  for  new  or  additional 
sources  of  supply  of  water  or  water 
power ;  and  also  for  approval  of  con- 
struction and  operation  of  tunnels 
under  navigable  rivers  to  connect  the 
applicants'  power  to  manufacturing 
plants  operating  in  connection  with 
coal  lands  in  which  they  have  mining 
rights.  (g)  And  the  extension  of 
time  fixed  by  law  for  the  beginning 
or  completion  of  the  construction  of 
water  or  water  power  works ;  in 
which  cases  the  board  holds  all  neces- 
sary hearings,  and  certifies  the  facts 
to  the  attorney  general  with  request 
for  institution  of  quo  warranto  pro- 
ceedings. Upon  request  of  the  secre- 
tary of  forests  and  waters,  the  board 
also  holds  hearings  upon  and  decides 
other  matters  relating  to  waters  which 
are  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  de- 
partment. And  it  is  likewise  further 
empowered  to  approve  action  by  the 
department  in  regard  to  locating  stor- 
age reservoir  sites  for  various  pur- 
poses. (2)  The  geographic  board: 
Passes  upon  all  unsettled  questions 
that  arise  in  the  administrative  de- 
partments concerning  geographic 
names,  and  also  determines  the  names 
of  topographic  features  within  the 
State ;  and  in  doing  so  cooperates  with 
the  United  States  Geographic  Board. 
(3)  Other  bodies:  The  remainder  of 
these  departmental  administrative 
bodies,  namely,  the  Lake  Erie  and 
Ohio  River  Canal  Board,  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Park  and  Harbor  Com- 
mission of  Erie,  the  Washington 
Crossing  Park  Commission,  and  the 
VaLley  Forge  Park  Commission  (form- 
erly known  as  the  Commissioners  of 
Valley  Forge  Park)  continue  to  ex- 
ercise the  powers  and  perform  the 
duties  heretofore  imposed  upon  them. 
Advisory  commissions. — The  mem- 
bers of  the  three  advisory  commis- 
sions which  are  within  the  department 
are  appointed  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  members  of  the  departmental  ad- 
ministrative bodies  therein,  and  serve 
for   similar   terms.     The   secretary   of 


forests  and  waters  serves  ex  officio  as 
a  member  of  each  of  these  coin  mis- 
sions and  is  chairman  in  the  case  of 
the  State  forest  commission.  He  also 
appoints  and  fixes  the  compensation 
of  their  clerks,  stenographers,  and 
other  assistants,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  governor.  The  several 
commissions  function  as  follows: 

(1)  State  forest  commission:  As 
originally  constituted  has  been  abol- 
ished and  a  new  commission  created, 
which  consists  of  four  persons  and 
the  secretary  of  forests  and  waters 
(ex  officio),  who  serves  as  chair- 
man. This  commission  as  newly 
formed  has  the  power  to  study  and 
advise  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the 
department  relating  to  forests  and 
parks,  and  to  advise  the  department 
upon  request,  and  also  to  make  recom- 
mendations upon  its  own  initiative  for 
the  improvement  of  the  work  of  the 
department.  It  is  further  empowered 
to  approve  or  disapprove  rules  and 
regulations  proposed  by  the  depart- 
ment, and  may  give  or  withhold  its 
consent  to  any  act  of  the  department 
the  validity  of  which  is  made  by  this 
law  subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Com- 
mission. (2)  Advisory  park  commis- 
sions: The  secretary  of  forests  and 
waters  is  also  a  member  of  the  two 
remaining  advisory  commissions  with- 
in the  department  (the  Fort  Washing- 
ton Park  Commission  and  the  Wyo- 
ming Valley  Memorial  Park  Commis- 
sion) ;  and  as  newly  created  by  this 
act,  these  commissions  are  also  au- 
thorized to  make  recommendations  to 
the  department  with  reference  to  the 
care  and  improvement  of  the  respec- 
tive parks  in  their  charge. 

Reforestation  by  counties  (L.  1923. 
Act  No.  109). — Authorizes  county  com- 
missioners to  appropriate  county  funds 
for  the  planting  of  trees  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  county  tree  nurseries 
in  aid  of  reforestation  of  woodlots 
of  farms  or  other  lands  denuded  of 
timber  trees  which  it  is  desired  to 
reforest. 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

General  reorganization  (L.  1923. 
Act  No.  274,  Administrative  Code). — 
In  revising  the  legislation  relating  to 
fire  protection,  this  act  abolishes  the 
bureau  of  forest  protection,  and  em- 
powers the  chief  forest  firewarden, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  secre- 
tary of  forests  and  waters,  to  rake 
necessary  measures  for  the  preven- 
tion, control,  and  extinction  of  forest 
fires  within  the  State ;  and  to  super- 
vise and  manage  the  force  of  forest 
firewardens  throughout  the  State:  the 
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department  of  forests  and  waters  be- 
ing empowered  to  appoint  and,  with 
the  approval  of  the  governor,  fix  the 
compensation  of  the  chief  forest  fire- 
warden and  needed  district  forest  fire- 
wardens, and  to  appoint  and  fix  the 
compensation  of  such  local  forest  fire- 
wardens and  other  assistants  as  may 
be  required ;  while  the  chief  forest 
firewarden  appoints,  as  previously, 
special  or  ex  officio  forest  firewardens, 
to  serve  without  compensation,  other 
than  their  necessary  expenses.  Here- 
tofore the  chief  forest  firewarden  and 
district  forest  firewardens  were  sub- 
ject to  the  joint  supervisory  control 
and  direction  of  the  State  forest  com- 
mission and  commissioner  of  forestry. 
Under  this  reorganization  the  main 
features  of  the  provisions,  in  general, 
for  the  prevention  and  suppression  of 
forest  fires  are  continued  in  operation, 
with  various  changes  of  a  more  or 
less  minor  nature ;  among  them  being 
the  change  in  designation  of  the  de- 
partment of  State  police  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  police;  which  force 
continues  to  be  empowered  to  act  as 
forest  wardens  and  as  firewardens, 
and  to  aid  in  the  enforcement  of  all 
laws  relating  to  forests  and  waters. 

Cooperation  with  private  agencies 
(L.  1923,  Act  No.  67,  as  affected  by 
L.  1923,  Act  No.  274,  Administrative 
Code). — Reenacts  the  authority  here- 
tofore given  the  chief  forest  fire- 
warden to  enter  into  agreements, 
under  consent  of  the  commissioner  of 
forestry  (now  secretary  of  forests  and 
waters)  with  persons,  firms,  corpora- 
tions, or  associations  for  forest-fire 
prevention  or  control ;  and  in  so  do- 
ing expands  the  authority  granted  to 
include  also  the  power  to  receive  con- 
tributions for  the  prevention  and  con- 
trol of  such  fires  from  persons,  firms, 
corporations,  and  associations,  the 
contributions  to  be  paid  into  the  State 
treasury  and  credited  to  the  fund  for 
forest  protection  purposes,  with  the 
requirement  that,  in  addition  to  such 
purposes,  they  shall  also  be  used  for 
making  refunds  to  the  contributors  in 
the  event  of  their  making  payments 
in  excess  of  their  obligations  under 
their  agreements  in  the  matter. 

Appropriation  of  moneys  oy  munici- 
palities for  forest  work,  either  in  di- 
rect cooperation  with  the  department 
of  forests  and  waters  or  through  for- 
est protective  associations  (L.  1923, 
Act  No.  65,  as  affected  by  L.  1923,  Act 
No.  274,  Administrative  Code). — Au- 
thorizes counties,  cities,  boroughs,  and 
towns  to  appropriate  moneys  to  any 
forest  protection  association  cooperat- 
ing in  forest   work  with   the   depart- 


ment of  forests  and  waters,  or  for  ex- 
penditure in  direct  cooperation  with 
the  department  in  such  work. 

Modification  of  provision  prohibit- 
ing parties  with  vested  interests  in 
lands  from  receiving  pay  for  fighting 
fires  thereon  (L.  1923,  Act  No.  66,  as 
affected  by  L.  1923,  Act  No.  274,  Ad- 
ministrative Code).  —  The  provision 
which  prohibits  owners  and  others 
having  any  vested  interest  in  lands 
from  receiving  compensation  for  ex- 
tinguishing fires  thereon  (L.  1915,  Act 
353,  sec.  703),  is  amended  by  this  act 
through  the  addition  of  a  clause 
which  reads  as  follows : 

Provided,  however,  That  this  provision 
shall  not  apply  to  the  extinguishing  of 
fires  on  lands  which  are  listed  with  the 
department  of  forests  and  waters  under 
agreement  for  the  better  protection,  man- 
agement, and  development  of  such  land 
for  the  present  and  future  timber  supply, 
and  where  the  expenditure  on  the  part  of 
the  landowner  for  such  purpose  shall  be 
not  less  than  ten  cents  per  acre  annually 
of  which  [expenditure]  assessments  paid 
to  any  protective  association  cooperating 
with  the  department  of  forests  and  waters 
may  be  a  part. 

Telephone  lines  in  regions  subject 
to  fires  (L.  1923,  Act  No.  106,  as 
amended  by  L.  1923,  Act  No.  274  (Ad- 
ministrative Code ) . — With  a  view  to 
making  fire  towers  and  observation 
stations  more  effective,  the  chief  for- 
est fire  warden  is  specifically  author- 
ized, in  addition  to  establishing  and 
maintaining  the  same,  to  buy,  lease, 
and  erect  telephone  lines  in  connection 
with  forest-protection  work ;  with  the 
requirement  that  the  funds  derived 
from  rentals  thereof  shall  be  used  for 
the  extension,  maintenance,  and  up- 
keep of  the  lines,  and  the  added  pro- 
viso that  there  shall  be  no  competi- 
tion by  the  department  of  forests  and 
waters  in  telephone  service  with  any 
commercial  telephone  company. 

Laws  1923,  Act  No.  68,  as  affected 
by  Laws  1923,  Act  No.  274  (Adminis- 
trative Code)  : 

Summary  convictions. — In  order  to 
secure  more  effectual  law  enforcement 
in  the  cases  of  certain  offenses,  pro- 
vision is  made  for  summary  convic- 
tions therein.  The  offenses  specified 
are  as  follows:  (1)  Refusal  to  aid 
firewarden:  Refusing  to  comply  with 
summons  to  aid  a  firewarden  in  extin- 
guishing fires.  (2)  Hindering  forest 
officers:  Hindering  a  firewarden  or  ex 
officio  firewarden  or  other  forest  pro- 
tection officer  in  his  duties.  (3)  Re- 
fusal to  abate  a  public  nuisance:  Re- 
fusal to  comply  with  an  order  for  the 
abatement  of  a  public  nuisance  caused 
by  maintaining  a  special  forest  fire 
hazard.     Under  the  amendments  made, 
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the  offenses  can  be  dealt  with  by 
minor  judicial  officials,  and  with  con- 
siderably less  expense  than  under  the 
previous  law. 

Penalties. — A  further  change  is  also 
made  in  such  cases,  under  which  the 
alternative  imprisonment  penalty 
.(heretofore  a  period  "not  exceeding 
one  month")  is  now  imposed  only  in 
case  of  default  in  respect  to  payment 
of  the  fine  and  costs,  and  for  a  period 
based  upon  one  day  for  each  dollar 
thereof,  the  full  time,  however,  not  to 
exceed  30  days.  Under  this  amend- 
ment the  discretion,  heretofore  al- 
lowed the  court  in  such  cases,  of  im- 
posing both  fine  and  imprisonment  is 
omitted. 

Neglect  of  duty  and  other  offenses 
oy  a  firewarden,  increased  penalties. — 
Another  amendment  made  in  this  act, 
which  deals  with  cases  of  neglect  of 
duty  by  a  firewarden,  or  submitting  a 
false  statement  as  to  services  ren- 
dered, or  failure  on  his  part  to  settle 
promptly  for  services  rendered  by 
others,  increases  the  maximum  penalty 
in  such  cases  from  $100  to  $500;  and, 
in  like  manner,  the  alternative  im- 
prisonment penalty  is  increased  from 
not  to  exceed  three  months  to  not  to 
exceed  six  months.  The  further  pro- 
vision heretofore  made  that  both  fine 
and  imprisonment  may  be  imposed,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  court,  remains 
unchanged. 

Injury  of  forest-fire  notices;  penal- 
ties (L.  1923,  Act  No.  64,  as  affected 
by  L.  1923,  Act  No.  274,  Administra- 
tive Code). — Provides  in  cases  of  un- 
lawful injury  or  destruction  of  forest- 
fire  notices  posted  by  the  department 
of  forests  and  waters  that,  upon  con- 
viction in  summary  proceedings  before 
any  magistrate,  alderman,  or  justice 
of  the  peace,  the  offender  be  sentenced 
to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  $10,  and 
in  default  of  the  payment  of  such  fine 
and  costs  be  imprisoned  in  the  county 
jail  one  day  for  each  dollar  of  the  fine 
and  costs  unpaid. 

Definitions  (L.  1923,  Act.  No.  69, 
as  affected  by  L.  1923,  Act  No.  274, 
Administrative  Code).— In  order  to 
enable  magistrates  and  others  to  give 
a  proper  interpretation  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  (No.  353,  L.  1915) 
which  established  the  bureau  of  forest 
protection  (since  abolished  by  the 
Administrative  Code)  and  provided 
for  an  organized  forest-fire  system, 
certain  terms,  as  used  therein,  are 
defined,  in  substance,  as  follows  :  ( 1 ) 
The  term  "  person  "  not  only  includes 
individuals,  but  is  likewise  used  in  a 


collective  sense,  and  also  applies  to 
artificial  as  well  as  natural  persons. 
(2.)  Whenever  the  context  warrants 
it,  the  plural  includes  the  singular  and 
the  singular  the  plural.  (3.)  The 
terms  "  woodlot,"  "  forest,"  or  "  wild 
land,"  are  intended  to  cover  wood-. 
farmers'  woodlots,  marshes,  brush, 
barrens,  brush  lands,  wild  unseated 
uncultivated  land,  and  any  land 
which  has  enough  inflammable  debris 
to  constitute,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
chief  forest  firewarden,  a  menace  to 
life  or  property.  (4.)  The  term 
"  set  "  covers  all  manner  of  ways  in 
which  woodlot,  forest,  or  wild-land 
fires  may  be  started,  "  either  by  direct 
act  or  by  an  appliance  or  by  indirec- 
tion." (5.)  The  term  "nuisance" 
applies  (a)  to  "unprotected  wood- 
lots,  forests,  or  wild  lands  covered 
wholly  or  in  part  by  inflammable 
debris,  or  otherwise  likely  to  further 
the  spread  of  fire,  which  by  reason  of 
location  or  condition  or  lack  of  pro- 
tection endanger  life  and  property 
when  adjoining,  lying  near  to,  or  in- 
termingling with  other  woodlots,  for- 
ests, or  wild  lands";  (&)  to  "movable 
and  stationary  engines  of  all  kinds 
whenever  their  location,  condition,  or 
operation  endangers  by  fire  any  wood- 
lots,  forests,  or  wild  lands";  and  (c) 
to  "  a  fire  on  or  within  woodlots,  for- 
ests, or  wild  lands,  burning  uncon- 
trolled or  without  sufficient  precau- 
tion being  taken  to  prevent  its 
spread." 

Penalties  for  firing  woodlots,  forests, 
or  wild  lands  (L.  1923,  Act.  No.  107.)  — 
For  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
conviction  of  persons  responsible  for 
setting  fires  the  provision  which  here- 
tofore declared  the  setting  of  fire  that 
destroyed  the  property  of  another  to 
be  prima  facie  evidence  of  negligence, 
and  provided  penalties  therefor,  has 
been  replaced  by  provisions  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : 

It  is  made  unlawful  to  set  fire,  acci- 
dentally or  otherwise,  on  the  land  of 
another  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  including  not  only  the  direct 
setting  of  fire  on  such  land  but  the 
setting  of  fire  on  one's  own  land  and 
failing  to  prevent  its  spreading  to  the 
land  of  another:  or  to  start  fires  any- 
where and  permit  them  to  spread  to 
and  injure  woodlots,  forests,  or  wild 
Lands.  And  it  is  also  made  unlawful 
to  use  lire  for  the  purpose  of  smoking 
out  birds,  bees,  or  animals  when  the 
lire  may  spread  to  adjoining  or  neigh- 
boring woodlots.  forests,  or  wild  lands. 
In  all  such  cases  the  maximum  line  is 
now   reduced   from    $1,000   to   $500,    in 
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the  belief  that  the  smaller  maximum 
fine  will  lead  to  a  more  willing  atti- 
tude on  the  part  of  juries  to  award 
verdicts  of  guilty.  The  alternative  im- 
prisonment penalty  for  the  full  period 
of  not  to  exceed  six  months  is,  how- 
ever, retained,  and  also  the  provision 
that  both  fine  and  imprisonment  may 
be  imposed  in  the  discretion  of  the 
court.  In  addition,  the  malicious  set- 
ting of  fire,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, in  person  or  by  agent,  to  any 
woodlot,  forest,  or  wild  land,  is  made 
a  felony,  punishable  with  a  fine  not 
exceeding  $5,000  and  imprisonment  in 
a  penitentiary  for  a  period  not  exceed- 
ing 10  years.  The  setting  of  a  back 
fire,  in  good  faith,  to  extinguish  a  fire 
is,  however,  as  heretofore,  excepted 
from  the  penalties  prescribed  in  this 
act. 

Rewards  for  evidence  (L.  1923,  Act 
No.  300,  as  affected  by  L.  1923,  Act 
No.  274,  Administrative  Code). — Au- 
thorizes the  department  of  forests  and 
waters  to  offer  and  pay  rewards  for 
evidence  leading  to  the  arrest  and  con- 
viction of  anyone  who  maliciously  sets 
fire  to  any  woodlot,  forest,  or  wild 
land.  And  it  is  also  provided  that 
such  rewards  may  be  paid  to  local 
forest  firewardens  in  cases  in  which 
they  obtain  the  evidence  during  time 
for  which  they  are  not  otherwise  paid 
by  the  department. 

PROTECTION  FROM  FOREST  INSECTS 
AND  DISEASES 

Transfer  of  authority  from  the 
State  forest  commission  to  the  depart- 
ment of  forests  and  waters  (L.  1923, 
Act  No.  274,  Administrative  Code). — 
Transfers  to  the  department  of  forests 
and  waters  the  power  (heretofore 
vested  in  the  State  forest  commission) 
to  divide  the  State  into  forest  districts 
in  order  to  facilitate  work  along  va- 
rious lines,  one  of  the  purposes  being 
the  protection  of  all  forest  land  in  the 
State  from  forest  insects  and  fungous 
diseases. 

PUBLIC  FORESTS 

State  forests;  general  reorganiza- 
tion (L.  1923,  Act  No.  274,  Administra- 
tive Code). — Under  this  act  the  ad- 
ministration of  State  forests  now  vests 
in  the  department  of  forests  and 
waters,  with  the  State  forest  commis- 
sion, as  newly  created,  exercising  ad- 
visory and  to  a  certain  extent  other 
joint  powers  in  regard  thereto,  includ- 
ing the  power  to  approve  or  disap- 
prove the  rules  and  regulations  which 
the  department  may  from  time  to  time 
propose  to  adopt;  whereas,  formerly, 


immediate  control  and  management" 
of  the  forests  was  vested  in  the  com- 
missioner of  forestry,  as  superintend- 
ent, thereof,  acting  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  State  forest  commission, 
which  was  empowered  to  formulate 
the  rules  and  regulations. 

Other  changes  of  importance  con-^ 
cerning  the  matter  of  the  establish-' 
ment,  care,  and  general  management 
of  State  forests  affected  by  this  act 
are  as  follows:  (1)  Joint  jurisdiction: 
In  respect  to  the  acquisition  of  lands 
for  State  forests,  while  the  depart- 
ment and  the  State  forest  commission 
continue  to  act  jointly,  as  heretofore, 
in  all  cases  except  such  as  involve 
purchase  of  tax  lands,  and  purchase 
of  such  unseated,  vacant,  or  unappro- 
priated lands  as  are  not  classed  as 
tax  lands,  the  present  method  differs 
somewhat  from  the  former  in  the  fact 
that,  in  the  cases  in  which  such  joint 
action  is  taken,  the  consent  of  the  gov- 
ernor is  no  longer  required.  The  de- 
partment is  also  now  given  specific 
authority  to  acquire  lands  for  such 
purposes  by  gift ;  and  the  acquiring 
and  holding  of  lands  as  State  forests 
is  stated  to  be  "  subject  to  such  reser- 
vations, if  any,  of  mineral  rights, 
stumpage  rights,  rights  of  way,  or 
other  encumbrance,  as  the  department 
and  the  State  forest  commission  deem 
to  be   consistent   with   such   holding." 

(2)  Use  and  occupancy:  The  depart- 
ment is  also  given  specific  authority  to 
regulate  the  occupancy  and  use  of 
State  forest  lands,  together  with  their 
resources ;  and  such  regulation  is 
stated  to  be  one  of  the  purposes  with 
a  view  to  which  the  department  may 
(a)  divide  the  State  into  convenient 
forest  districts ;  ( & )  establish  rules 
and  regulations,  with  the  advice  of 
the  State  forest  commission;  and  (c) 
dispose  of  timber  on  State  forest 
lands. 

(3)  Disposition  of  receipts  and  pro- 
ceeds: Concerning  the  matter  of  the 
disposition  of  receipts  and  proceeds 
derived  from  the  occupancy  and  use 
of  State  forests,  the  requirement,  in 
the  School  Code  sections  2701,  2702 
(as  modified  by  L.  1921,  Act  No.  194, 
sec.  4),  that  all  receipts  and  proceeds, 
except  those  derived  from  sale  of 
State  forest  lands,  should  constitute 
part  of  the  State  school  fund,  is  now 
so  amended  by  a  general  provision  in 
this  act  (and  also  by  Act  No.  108  of 
L.  1923)  as  to  make  that  requirement 
apply  only  to  "  net "  receipts  and  pro- 
ceeds. (4)  Leasing  of  sites  to  private 
citizens,  churches,  etc.:  As  regards  the 
authority  heretofore  given  the  depart- 
ment   to   lease    to    citizens,    churches. 
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organizations,  or  school  boards  of  the 
State  sites  in  State  forests  for  tem- 
porary buildings  to  be  used  by  such 
citizens  or  their  families  for  health 
and  recreation,  or  as  sites  for  church 
or  school  purposes,  the  act  granting 
the  authority  has  been  repealed,  and 
replaced  by  provisions  in  this  act ; 
which,  while  continuing  the  authority 
to  make  such  leases,  for  a  maximum 
term  of  10  years,  makes  somewhat 
clearer  the  purposes  for  which  the 
buildings  may  be  used,  by  rewording 
the  provision  on  that  point  to  read  as 
follows :  *  *  *  "to  be  used  by  such 
citizen,  church,  organization,  or  school 
board  for  health  and  recreation  or  as 
a  site  for  a  church  or  school  pur- 
poses." (5)  Leasing  of  small  arean 
for  crops  other  than  forest  trees:  In 
the  further  case  of  leases,  for  a  maxi- 
mum term  of  10  years,  of  such  small 
areas  in  State  forest<  as  are  best 
adapted  to  the  growing  of  crops  other 
than  forest  trees,  the  former  act  on 
that  subject  has  also  been  repealed, 
and  has  been  replaced  by  provisions 
in  this  act  which  continue  the  author- 
ity to  make  such  leases,  but.  in  doing 
so,  no  longer  make  specific  provision 
either  for  earlier  termination  of  the 
leases  or  for  renewal  privileges.  (6) 
Contracts  for  mining,  etc.:  Action  in 
respect  to  executing  contracts  and 
leases  for  mining  or  removal  of  valu- 
able minerals  found  in  State  forests 
is  now  required  to  be  taken  by  the  de- 
partment with  the  advice  of  the  State 
forest  commission,  instead  of,  as  here- 
tofore, being  taken  by  the  commission. 
(7)  Impounding  of  looter  by  munici- 
palities, and  privileges  aUowed  street- 
railway  companies:  In  like  manner, 
powers  originally  granted  the  commis- 
sioner of  forestry  and  the  forestry 
reservation  commission  are  now  exer- 
cised by  the  department  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  State  forest  commission,  in 
the  following  cases:  (a)  Power  to 
give  to  boroughs  and  other  municipali- 
ties the  privilege  of  impounding  water 
upon  State  forests  and  of  construct- 
ing, maintaining,  and  operating  lines 
of  pipe  thereon:  and  (o)  power  to 
permit  duly  incorporated  street  rail- 
way companies  to  construct  and  oper- 
ate their  lines  on  public  highways. 
laid  out  and  in  actual  use.  within  or 
bordering  upon  State  forests.  In  the 
case  of  the  street  railways,  it  is  also 
made  allowable  to  exercise  this  power 
whenever  "  the  interests  of  the  Com- 
monwealth will  be  benefited  thereby." 
instead  of.  as  previously  stated,  when- 
ever the  interests  of  the  Common- 
wealth "  in  the  said  reservations  "  will 
be   benefited    thereby.      (8)    Rights    of 


way  c&nstrued:  This  act   also,   in  re- 
enacting  the   power   heretofore   given 

the  department  to  grant  rights  of  way 
through  State  forests  to  individuals 
or  corporations,  construes  the  term 
"  rights  of  way,"  "  to  include  rights  of 
passage  and  haulage  for  any  lawful 
purpose,  also  rights  of  flowage  or 
transmission  for  any  lawful  purpoi 
whereas,  in  the  former  act  the  term 
was  construed  as  follow-:  *  •  *  "to 
include  a  passage,  haulage,  flowage, 
or  transmission  for  any  lawful  pur- 
pose." (9)  Expenditure  for  public 
roads:  In  all  cases  in  which  there  are 
public  roads  regularly  established, 
running  into  or  through,  or  bordering 
upon  State  forests,  the  department  is 
given  by  this  act  the  further  power 
to  expend,  from  time  to  time,  such 
reasonable  sums  for  the  maintenance, 
repair,  or  extension  of  such  roads  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  ad- 
ministration and  protection  of  State 
forests :  the  expenses  so  incurred  to 
be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
other  expenses  of  the  department. 

Sites  for  dams,  reservoirs,  etc.,  for 
water  supply  uses  other  than  steam 
condensation  (L.  1923,  Act  No.  186, 
as  affected  by  L.  1923,  Act  No.  274, 
Administrative  Code).  —  Authorizes 
the  department  to  grant  in  its  discre- 
tion, subject  to  such  conditions  as  will 
protect  the  interests  of  the  State  and 
insure  a  fair  return  upon  the  invest- 
ment, the  right  to  occupy  and  use  any 
portions  of  the  State  forests  as  sites 
for  dams,  other  water  obstructions, 
reservoirs,  canals,  pipe  lines,  and 
water  conduits,  for  supplying  water 
otherwise  than  for  steam  condensa- 
tion ;  and  provides  remedies  for  viola- 
tions of  the  act  or  of  any  regulations 
or  orders  thereunder,  including  revo- 
cation of  the  grant. 

Leases  of  sites  for  dams,  etc.,  for 
icater-power  development  in  connec- 
tion icith  generation  and  transmission 
of  electric  energy  (L.  1923.  Act  No. 
250,  as  affected  by  L.  1923.  Act  No. 
274,  Administrative  Code). — Also  au- 
thorizes the  department  to  lease,  in 
its  discretion,  and  with  the  approval 
of  the  governor  and  attorney  general, 
for  periods  of  not  more  than  50  years, 
subject  to  such  terms,  conditions,  and 
stipulations  expressed  in  each  lease, 
as  the  department,  with  the  approval 
of  the  governor  and  attorney  general, 
shall  deem  necessary  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  State  and  insure  a 
fair  return  upon  the  investment,  any 
portion  of  the  State  forests,  for  use 
as  sites  for  dams  and  other  water  ob- 
structions, reservoirs,  canals,  pipe 
.    and    other   water    conduits,    for 
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the  purpose  of  the  development  of 
water  power  and  for  the  main  pur- 
pose of  storage,  conveyance,  and  cool- 
ing of  water  for  steam  raising  and 
steam  condensation  in  the  generation 
of  electric  energy  for  public  service, 
and  for  use  as  sites  for  power  houses 
and  transmission  lines  for  the  gen- 
eration and  transmission  of  electric 
energy ;  an  option  being  reserved  in 
the  State  to  renew  or  extend,  for  not 
more  than  50  years,  such  leases,  or 
to  take  over  the  project  works  for 
itself  or  for  some  other  prospective 
lessee.  The  leases  may  also  include 
provisions  not  repugnant  to  the  rights 
of  the  United  States,  its  permittees, 
licensees,  or  transferees,  existing  at 
the  time  of  making  the  leases. 

Authority  to  governor  to  accept  gift 
of  certain  areas  of  virgin  timber,  pro- 
posed for  purchase  by  a  group  of  citi- 
zens, for  State  forest  purposes  (L. 
1923,  Concurrent  Res.  No.  46). — Em- 
powers the  governor  to  accept  on  be- 
half of  the  State  certain  areas  of  vir- 
gin timber  in  the  Allegheny  Plateau 
proposed  for  purchase  by  a  group  of 
citizens  of  the  State  organized  as  an 
association  for  that  purpose;  the 
areas  so  donated  to  become  a  part  of 
the  State  forest  system,  subject  to 
such  conditions,  stipulations,  and  res- 
ervations as  may  be  determined  to  be 
necessary  to  the  carrying  out  of  the 
purposes  of  the  gift,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  free  use  and  enjoy- 
ment thereof  by  the  people,  and  its 
use  as  a  region  where  birds  and  wild 
animals  may  be  seen  in  their  native 
environment. 

Proposed  amendment  to  State  con- 
stitution permitting  State  to  be  au- 
thorized to  issue  bonds  for  land  pur- 
chases for  State  forests  (L.  1923,  D. 
Joint  Res.,  H.  R.  134;  S.  No.  904).— 
In  order  to  enable  the  State  to  ac- 
quire additional  lands  for  State  for- 
est purposes,  this  resolution  proposes 
an  amendment  to  the  State  constitu- 
tion permitting  the  State  to  be  au- 
thorized by  law  to  issue  bonds  for 
that  purpose,  to  the  amount  of 
$25,000,000. 

Auxiliary  State  forests.  (L.  1923, 
Act  No.  274,  Administrative  Code). — 
Vests  in  the  department  of  forests  and 
waters  the  powers  and  duties  prev- 
iously imposed  upon  the  State  forest 
commission  concerning  the  establish- 
ment and  administration  of  auxiliary 
State  forests. 

TAXATION 

Auxiliary  forest  reserves  (see 
Auxiliary  State  Forests,  immediately 
above). 


RHODE  ISLAND 

ADMINISTRATION 

Forestry  cooperative  fund.  (L. 
1922,  chap.  2166).— Creates  the  for- 
estry cooperative  fund  from  any 
moneys  that  may  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  State  by  the  Federal 
Government  under  the  provision  of 
any  law,  by  cooperative  agreement  or 
otherwise,  for  forestry  and  forest  fire 
protection  purposes  ;  and  directs  pay- 
ment into  that  fund  of  the  amount 
so  received  by  the  commissioner  of 
forestry  during  the  year  1920  and 
by  him  turned  into  the  general  treas- 
ury. 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

( See  administration,  immediately 
above.) 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

Compulsory  instruction  in  fire  pre- 
vention in  schools.  (L.  1923,  Act  No. 
21). — Makes  it  compulsory  upon  the 
State  board  of  education  to  provide 
for  instruction  in  fire  prevention  in 
the  elementary  public  schools  of  the 
State,  and  requires  that  the  teachers 
therein  shall  give  such  instruction  in 
the  matter  as  may  be  so  provided. 
While  this  is  a  provision  concerning 
fire  prevention  in  general,  it  undoubt- 
edly includes  instruction  in  the  mat- 
ter of  forest-fire  prevention. 

TENNESSEE 

ADMINISTRATION 

Reorganization  act  (L.  1923,  chap. 
7). — Department  of  agriculture,  divi- 
sion of  forestry,  powers  and  duties. — 
Creates  a  department  of  agriculture, 
with  a  division  of  forestry  therein,  the 
head  of  which  is  the  State  forester. 
The  department  is  empowered  to  ex- 
ercise all  the  rights,  powers,  and  du- 
ties heretofore  vested  by  law  in  the 
State  forestry  commission  (abolished 
by  this  act),  the  State 'forester,  and 
his  deputies  and  employees ;  and  fixes 
compensation  of  the  subordinate  offi- 
cers, assistants,  and  employees  whose 
salaries  are  not  fixed  by  this  act. 
State  forester:  The  State  forester  is 
required  to  be  a  graduate  of  a  recog- 
nized school  of  forestry,  and  to  have 
had  at  least  two  years'  experience  in 
forestry  work.  Board  of  forest  con- 
servation: An  advisory  (unpaid) 
board  of  forest  conservation  is  estab- 
lished in  connection  with  the  division 
of  forestry,  which  board  is  composed 
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of  the  commissioner  of  agriculture,  the 
president  of  the  University  of  Tennes- 
see, and  the  chancellor  of  Vanderbilt 
University.  The  board  considers  and 
decides  all  matters  pertaining  to  for- 
estry, and  selects,  for  appointment, 
members  of  the  scientific  staff  of  the 
division  of  forestry. 

TEXAS 

FIRE   PROTECTION    (L.   1923,   chap.   130) 

Equipment  of  logging  and  railroad 
locomotives  and  other  engines  and 
1)0 Hers  operating  near  forest,  brush, 
or  grass  lands. — The  forest  fire-protec- 
tion legislation  of  the  State  has  been 
strengthened  by  the  provisions  in  this 
act.  It  is  now  required  that  all  log- 
ging and  railroad  locomotives,  donkey 
engines,  and  other  engines  and  boilers 
operated  within  200  feet  of  any  forest, 
cut-over,  brush,  or  grass  land,  which 
do  not  use  oil  as  fuel,  shall  be 
equipped  with  efficient  appliances  or 
devices  to  prevent  the  escape  of  fire 
and  sparks  from  the  smokestacks,  ash 
pans,  and  fire  boxes,  which  appliances 
and  devices  must  be  kept,  at  all  times, 
in  proper  adjustment  and  good  repair, 
the  State  forester  or  his  designated 
agent  being  empowered  to  examine 
any  locomotive  or  other  engines  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  the  condi- 
tion of  such  appliances  and  devices. 
Violators  of  these  provisions  are  sub- 
ject to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $10  nor 
more  than  $100  for  each  offense. 

Fires  in  the  open. — The  following 
offenses  are  also  made  a  misdemeanor, 
punishable  with  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
$10  nor  more  than  $200:  (1)  The 
willful  or  negligent  setting  of  fire  on 
any  forest,  cut-over,  brush,  or  grass 
land  of  another,  or  on  one's  own  prop- 
erty and  allowing  it  to  spread  to  such 
land  owned  by  another,  or  willfully  or 
negligently  suffering  any  fire  set  by 
one's  self  to  damage  the  property  of 
another;  (2)  the  setting  of  fire  by  any 
person,  firm,  or  corporation  for  the 
purpose  of  burning  debris  on  areas 
worked  or  cupped  for  turpentine  and 
willfully  or  negligently  allowing  the 
fire  to  spread  to  adjacent  areas  not 
then  being  so  worked  or  cupped. 

PUBLIC  FORESTS 

State  forests;  purchase  of  lands 
(L.  1923,  2d  extra  sess..  chap.  29).— 
Makes  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  an- 
nually for  a  period  of  two  years  for 
the  purchase  of  5,000  acres  of  land  for 
State  forest  demonstration  purposes, 
the  purchase  price   not   to  exceed   $6 


and   not  more  than  three  sections  of 
land  to  be  located  in  any  one  county. 

VERMONT 

ADMINISTRATION 

Reorganization  (L.  1923,  Acts  Nog. 
7  and  8). — Department  of  Agricul- 
ture.— Create  a  department  of  agri- 
culture, which  is  administered  by  the 
commissioner  of  agriculture  (appoint- 
ed as  heretofore). 

Forest  service,  commissioner  of  for- 
estry.— A  forest  service  is  also  created 
in  the  department,  with  a  commis- 
sioner of  forestry,  appointed  by  the 
governor  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  senate,  for  a  term  of  two  years- 
The  department  of  agriculture  is  now 
empowered  to  exercise,  through  the 
commissioner  of  forestry,  all  of  the 
rights,  powers,  and  duties  heretofore 
vested  in  the  State  forester,  who  pre- 
viously received  appointment  and  held 
office,  as  such,  in  his  capacity  as  com- 
missioner of  agriculture. 

Powers  and  duties  of  commissioner 
of  forestry. — The  commissioner  of  for- 
estry, who  is  required  to  be  a  profes- 
sionally trained  forester,  is  given  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  over  technical  and 
scientific  matters  relating  to  forestry, 
and  is  also  made,  by  virtue  of  his 
office,  inspector  of  nurseries  (in  place 
of  the  commissioner  of  agriculture), 
and  charged  with  performing  the  du- 
ties of  the  position,  including  those 
under  the  operation  of  the  Federal 
plant  quarantine  law.  He  has  direc- 
tion over  all  forest  interests  and  all 
matters  pertaining  to  forestry,  and  is 
ex  officio  forester  in  charge  of  the 
nursery  for  forest  seedlings. 

State  firewarden. — He  is  likewise  ex 
officio  State  firewarden,  and  may  also, 
in  his  discretion,  exercise  authority 
similar  to  that  of  a  firewarden  in  a 
town  or  gore. 

Powers  and  duties  of  former  chief 
forester  transferred  to  commissioner 
of  forestry. — Under  this  reorganiza- 
tion the  provision  heretofore  made  for 
the  appointment  of  a  chief  forester  is 
omitted,  his  powers  and  duties  being 
transferred  to  the  commissioner  of 
forestry. 

Board  of  control  abolished:  duties 
transferred  to  the  governor. — And  by 
another  change  the  board  of  control 
is  abolished,  and  such  of  its  powers 
and  duties  as  affected  matters  con- 
nected with  forestry  arc  now  exer- 
cised by  the  governor. 

State  forest  nursery  (L.  1928,  Aet 
No.  11). — So  amends  the  former  pro- 
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visions  allowing  the  sale,  for  use  out- 
side of  the  State,  of  surplus  forest- 
planting  stock  raised  at  the  State  for- 
est nursery,  as  to  permit  it  also  to 
be  developed  into  more  sturdy  stock 
and  sold  at  a  fair  market  price  for 
hedges,  windbreaks,  ornamental  plant- 
ing, and  other  aesthetic  purposes. 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

State  firewarden.  (See  Adminis- 
tration, above.) 

PROTECTION  FROM  FOREST  INSECTS 
AND  DISEASES 

Commissioner  of  forestry  is  ex 
officio  inspector  of  nurseries.  (See 
Administration,  above.) 

Note. — The  commissioner  of  forestry 
also  directs  blister  rust  control  work  and 
other  general  forest  insect  and  disease 
control  activities,-  under  cooperative  ar- 
rangement with  the  commissioner  of  agri- 
culture, who  has  legal  jurisdiction  in  su'ch 
matters.  (See  sees.,  431  through  436  of 
the  General  Laws  of  Vermont.) 

In  regard  to  section  433,  another  act 
passed  in  1923  (Act  No.  9)  amends  it  to 
provide  further  that  when  host  plants  of 
fungous  diseases  have  been  destroyed  and 
compensation  accepted  therefor,  no  other 
such  host  plant  may  be  maintained  until 
danger  from  the  disease  is  past. 

TAXATION 

Exemptions  (L.  1923,  Act  No.  19).— 
With  a  view  to  encouraging  refor- 
estation, this  act  exempts  from  tax- 
ation for  a  period  of  30  years  from 
the  date  of  transplanting  all  imma- 
ture timber  grown  from  transplanted 
seedlings,  upon  condition  that  the 
owner  will  not  cut  such  timber  before 
the  expiration  of  that  period,  the 
owner  being  also  required  to  make 
the  location  and  acreage  of  the  trans- 
planting duly  of  record  in  the  office 
of  the  town  clerk. 

Tax  upon  the  land  alone. — During 
the  time  that  the  timber  is  being  so 
grown  a  tax  is  levied,  annually,  upon 
the  land,  based  upon  such  a  valuation 
as  the  assessor  considers  appropriate, 
provided  it  does  not  include  the  value 
of  the  trees. 

Tax  upon  the  timber. — If  a  part  or 
the  whole  of  such  timber  is  cut  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  30  years, 
the  owner  is  required  to  pay  into  the 
town  treasury  what  amounts  to  a 
nominal  yield  tax,  being  an  amount 
equivalent  to  an  assessment  of  taxes 
at  the  rate  in  force  for  that  year  in 
the  town  where  the  timber  is  located, 
based  upon  the  market  value  of  such 
timber  on  the  stump. 


WASHINGTON 

FIRE  PROTECTION 

(L.  1923,  chap.  184).— The  forest 
fire  legislation  of  the  State  has  been 
expanded  and  materially  strengthened 
at  various  points  by  this  act — among 
the  most  important  amendments  made 
being  the  following: 

Division  of  forest  lands  into  dis- 
tricts for  protection  purposes. — In 
cases  in  which  the  work  of  providing 
adequate  fire  protection  for  forest 
lands  devolves  upon  the  State  super- 
visor of  forestry  (under  direction 
from  the  director  of  the  department 
of  conservation),  in  consequence  of 
failure  on  the  part  of  owners  to  pro- 
vide it,  additional  authority  is  now 
given  the  supervisor,  as  follows:  To 
divide  the  forest  lands  of  the  State, 
or  portions  thereof,  into  districts,  for 
patrol  and  assessment  purposes ;  to 
classify  lands  according  to  the  charac- 
ter of  timber  prevailing,  and  the  fire 
hazard  existing;  and  to  place  unpro- 
tected lands  under  the  administration 
of  the  proper  district ;  all  expense  in- 
cident to  the  work  being  included  in 
the  lien,  which,  as  heretofore  pro- 
vided, is  placed  upon  the  land  for  re- 
covery of  costs  of  furnishing  protec- 
tion therefor. 

Recovery  of  costs  of  protection. — 
It  is  also  further  provided  that  when- 
ever any  lands  against  which  such 
fire-patrol  assessments  are  outstand- 
ing are  acquired  for  delinquent  taxes 
and  sold  at  public  auction  the  State 
shall  have  a  prior  lien  on  the  proceeds 
of  such  sale,  over  and  above  the 
amount  necessary  to  satisfy  the  coun- 
ties delinquent-tax  judgment,  and 
the  county  treasurer,  in  case  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  sale  exceed  the  amount 
of  the  delinquent-tax  judgment,  is  re- 
quired forthwith  to  remit  to  the  State 
supervisor  of  forestry  the  amount  of 
such  outstanding  patrol  assessments. 

Wardens;  jurisdiction;  state-wide 
poivers  in  times  of  fire  danger. — Ward- 
ens are  now  appointed  within  any 
"  region  Or  district "  in  the  State 
where  there  is  timber  requiring  pro- 
tection, instead  of,  as  formerly,  within 
any  "  county "  in  the  State  where 
there  is  any  such  need ;  and  the  au- 
thority of  the  wardens  respecting  the 
prevention,  suppression,  and  control 
of  forest  fires,  summoning  and  other- 
wise securing  help,  and  making  ar- 
rests of  violators,  which  was  hereto- 
fore extended  "  to  any  adjacent 
county,  or  to  any  part  of  the  State  in 
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times  of  great  fire  danger,"  may  now 
extend  to  any  part  of  the  State  with- 
out limitation  in  respect  to  location  of 
area  or  extent  of  the  fire  danger. 
Headquarters:  In  accordance  with  this 
change  in  respect  to  jurisdiction,  the 
location  of  the  wardens'  headquarters 
is  now  a  matter  for  determination  by 
the  State  supervisor  of  forestry.  Du- 
ties; turning  with  a  minimum  of  dan- 
ger: Burning  of  inflammable  material 
by  wardens  must  be  at  such  times  as 
it  can  be  done  with  a  minimum  of 
danger  to  adjacent  timber  or  other 
property  (previously,  the  wording  on 
this  point  was  "  without  endangering 
adjacent  timber  or  other  property"). 

Trespasses  on  State  timber  lands  re- 
ported to  State  land  commissioner. — 
The  requirement  heretofore  that  ward- 
ens, under  the  direction  of  the  super- 
visor of  forestry,  should  prevent  and 
detect  trespass  and  illegal  cutting 
upon  State  timber  lands,  and  enforce 
the  laws  in  respect  thereto,  has  been 
so  changed  as  to  make  all  such  viola- 
tions of  law  coming  to  the  attention 
of  these  officers  a  matter  for  report 
to  the  State  land  commissioner. 

Approval  of  road  supervisors  and 
State  highway  patrolmen  as  ex  officio 
rangers. — Road  supervisors  and  State 
highway  patrolmen  may  now  be  ap- 
proved by  the  State  supervisor  of  for- 
estry as  ex  officio  rangers. 

Logging  operations;  power  pump, 
tools,  etc.,  kept  near  donkey  engines. — 
In  connection  with  the  restrictions 
during  the  closed  season,  upon  the 
operations  of  logging  locomotives  and 
logging  or  farming  engines  or  boilers, 
it  is  now  required  that  a  suitable 
power  pump  with  hose  and  certain 
tools  and  accessories  be  kept  in  place 
around  each  donkey  engine  and  in  ef- 
fective condition  for  immediate  use 
for  fire  suppression. 

Precautions  in  operating  stationary 
engines  for  logging  or  clearing  pur- 
poses.— Every  one  operating  a  station- 
ary engine  for  the  logging  of  timber 
or  the  clearing  of  land  of  tree  stumps, 
etc.,  during  the  closed  season,  is  now 
required  to  cut  down  all  snags,  stubs, 
and  dead  trees  over  15  feet  in  height 
(previously  the  height  limitation  was 
25  feet)  within  a  radius  of  150  feet 
(previously  a  radius  was  50  feet) 
from  each  donkey  engine,  or  other 
portable  or  stationary  spark-emitting 
engine  (previously  the  requirement 
was  not  limited  to  "  spark-emitting " 
engines)  ;  with  the  added  requirement 
that  the  ground  must  be  cleared  of  all 
inflammable  debris  for  a  radius  of  35 
feet  from  sueh  engines. 


Penalty  for  unlawful  cutting  of 
trees. — Cutting,  topping,  or  destroying 
trees  on  State  or  privately  owned 
lands,  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  is  made  punishable  by  a  fine 
equal  to  $1  for  every  tree  so  cut. 

Railroads;  speeder  patrols  to  fol- 
low trains.— Common-carrier  railroads 
are  forbidden  to  operate  trains 
through  forested  districts  unless  fol- 
lowed by  properly  equipped  speeder 
patrol  at  such  times  and  in  such  places 
as  the  State  supervisor  of  forestry 
may  designate.  In  event  of  failure  of 
a  company  to  provide  such  speeder 
patrol,  the  State  supervisor  of  fores- 
try is  authorized  to  employ  patrolmen 
for  the  purpose,  the  company  being 
liable  for  the  cost  thereof.  Violators 
of  these  additional  provisions  or  of 
the  other  existing  restrictions  upon 
the  operation  of  such  locomotives,  en- 
gines, and  boilers  are  now  subject  to 
a  fine  of  not  less  than  $25  nor  more 
than  $75,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  in  case  of  conviction,  shall  pro- 
hibit the  operations  of  such  trains, 
locomotives,  engines,  or  boilers  until 
all  such  requirements  have  been  com- 
plied with. 

Railroads  and  others  give  notice  of 
fires  along  routes. — Railroad  com- 
panies and  other  public  carriers,  and 
persons  operating  through  forested 
districts,  are  required  to  report  forth- 
with, by  telephone  or  telegraph,  to 
the  local  firewarden  or  State  super- 
visor of  forestry,  any  fires  on  or  ad- 
jacent to  their  rights  of  way  or  routes. 

Throwing  away  lighted  matches, 
cigars,  etc.,  in  forest  regions,  prohib- 
ited; regulations  to  be  posted  in  con- 
veyances.— It  is  made  unlawful,  dur- 
ing the  closed  season,  for  any  one  to 
throw  away  any  lighted  tobacco, 
cigars,  cigarettes,  matches,  firecrack- 
ers, or  other  lighted  material  in  any 
forest  region  of  the  State,  and  every 
person,  firm,  or  corporation  operating 
a  public  conveyance  is  required  to 
post  a  copy  of  this  regulation  in  a 
conspicuous  place  within  the  smoking 
compartments  of  such  conveyance. 
Violation  of  these  requirements  is 
made  a  misdemeanor. 

Fires  resulting  from  negligence : 
liability  for  expense  of  extinguishing ; 
recovery  of  costs. — Parties  responsible 
for  fires  resulting  from  negligence  and 
spreading  on  forest  land  are  made  lia- 
ble for  any  expense  incurred  by  the 
State,  a  municipality,  or  a  forest  pro- 
tective association  in  lighting  the 
same,  provided  the  expenses,  at  the 
time  incurred,  were  authorized  by  the 
State  supervisor  of  forestry  or  by  one 
of  his  district   or  state  firewardens; 
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